Cambodian (Khmer) Tape: R to R *Khmer (Cambodian)”

Khmer (Cambodian) belongs to the Mon-Khmer language family and is the
official language of Cambodia where it is spoken by approximately 5 million
people. It is also spoken in various dialects by another 400 thousand people
in the provinces of Buriram, Surin, and Srisaket in northeastern Thailand
and 450 thousand in the Mekong Delta of South Vietnam. Historically, word
intial voiced and voiceless stops neutralized in Khmer, causing a register
difference between normal and “breathy” vowels. Western dialects of Khmer
maintain this register distinction, but it is not always clear what vocal quality
is responsible for the register distinction as it varies from speaker to speaker.
While Western dialects maintained the register distinctions, the other
dialects of Khmer further evolved and the register distinction became a
vowel quality distinction. Thus, the standard dialect(s) of Khmer exhibit
between 25 and 28 distinct vowel / diphthong phonemes and the Northern
dialect exhibits no less than 31.

The speaker here is a male from Phnom Penh.

Modern Standard Khmer Consonant Phonemes:

Stops: P t C k 7
p’ t" ¢" k'
b d
Fricatives: h
Nasals: m n n N
Liquids: i
Glides: v i w

Of the stops, only the unaspirated, unvoiced ones may occur word finally and
all are unreleased. /k/ and /7?/ are not heavily contrasted and are neuatralized
in some environments and in some dialects. |b] and [d] are implosive,
although this quality disappears in higher social registers of speech. In
consonant clusters with sonorants the aspirated / unaspirated distinction is
neutralized in favour of aspiration. When an aspirated stop is directly
followed by a vowel, it may be more correct to transcribe it a two segments
[kh], becuase in Khmer, it is possible to seperate the two with an infix.

Consonants Encountered:

Stops: p t c k ?
P ¢ c" K"
b d
Nasals: m n n n
Liquids: 1
r
Glides: ] w

Modern Standard Khmer Vowel & Diphthong Phonemes:
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There is very little agreement on exactly how many vowels / diphthongs
there are in Khmer or what they are. Presented below are 3 systems, the first
two with quality contrasts, the third describing a register contrast. [’] denotes a
short diphthong.

From Modern Spoken Cambodian by Franklin Huffman:

iy i) ul) ia i U ud
ey o) o®) ej e o1 oW 02
' o 29
a()  a) ag ag aw

From International Encyclopedia of Lineuistics:

Battambang dialect (typical):

Long nuclei: I i u
ie i uoQ
eg £ A2 20 02
aL as ag
a: o
Short nuclei: 1 Y U2 U
éa Oa
£ A o)
a ta

Surin dialect (North):

Long nuclei: ia i wa ur ua u:
I: Y1 U
C Jl (&)
£ Al )
a: D
Short nuclei: g1 uid ur ud u
(1) {¥) Uy - non-contrasiive
e e O
£ A o
a D

From Introduction to Cambodian by Judith Jacob:

First Register: o U wo
Y Yj ¥
e o)
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€ 1)
ae a(’) aw au a2
Second Register: o1 () wo u(c) o W) ue
Y Yu
e(1) ¢j ot
£ 80 31 3o

It seems that this speaker is of a dialect that maintains the register
distinction and I believe it is this distinction that is transcribed as nasalization
below. Please note that these transcriptions are quite broad.

Three Way Stop Contrasts:

l. [ ka?] ‘to shampoo’

2. [Ku?) ‘to choke’

3. (K&t'] ‘to polish’

4. [kt ‘to cut’

5. {K"ion) ‘flowered, cotton, material’
6. [kion] ‘on the side’

7. [car] ‘1o go’

8. [c"ew] ‘to stand’

9. [cai?) o divide’

10. [c"dj?] to check’

1. [top) ‘to support’

12. [t*>p'] ‘to be suffocating’
13. [d&p] ‘to cut with a chisel’
14. [d¥n] ‘to know’

15. [t¥n] ‘tight, tense’

18. [than) ‘bag’

19. [dawi] ‘10 be like’

20. [tawi] ‘small’

21. [t"0*] ‘jar’

22 [boin] ‘elder sibling’

23. {pa:n} ‘to wish, desire’
24, {pla:y) ‘also, oo’

25. {baj?) ‘to break’

26, [pai?] ‘part, section’

28. {pat] ‘to embroider”

29, {baT] 10 be broken’

30. [p"@:?} ‘fine (penalty)

Double Stops:

I [fat'] ‘not”

2. [kt cut’

3. jkPaEt'] kind of frog’
4. [t send off
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[kP&t']
(k"c&t]
[edp]
[K"am]
[K°cdp}
[ban]
[kan]
[kbo:*n]
[d:m]
[k&:m]
[kd&:m]
[tij}
(k&)
{ktin)
ft&:m]
[ba:n]
[tha:p)
[kal]
[fat]
ft'kal]
[k&£n]
[t"&:]
[t*k&nt"k#n]
[dyn]
[py¥n]
[pdyn]
[d¥j]
[p¥jl
[pdyj)
fk&p]
[p"#t]
[p"kEp)
[biil]
[cah]
fcbah]
fba:n}
fcdn]
fchien}
[k&e)
[c*k&Ee?)
[CkEe]
[To]
[c"aw]
[¢"Paw]
[byit]
[dat]
[dibat]
[can]
[p*an]

‘polish’
‘seperated’
‘get to the end’
‘try hard’
‘pack’
‘celebration’
movie’

‘raft’

‘running’ (colour)
‘passion’
‘crab’

‘place’

side’

‘wild buffalo’
‘represent’
‘get’

‘weave'
‘support’

‘take out’

‘e still’

‘hold’

‘say’
‘civilized’
‘know’

‘be skillful’
‘accuse’
‘ground’
‘musical instrument’
‘husband’
dig

‘dnft’

‘upside down’
‘ball’

10 be old’
‘clear

‘obtainy’

‘he glanng
‘fight’
‘correct’
‘make a cut i’
‘dog
‘explaination’
Taw’

very red’
‘suck’

‘stick’
‘hecause’
‘want to’
‘dust, powder’
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54. [pican] ‘concentrate’
55. [caT] ‘peck’

56. [p"a?] ‘drink’

57. [p"ca?] ‘kind of tree’
58. {dodal] ‘arrive’

59, {p°al] ‘result’

60, [p"dal] ‘provide’

61. [dE:n] ‘trace’

62. [p°&t] ‘sprinkle’

63. [p°dEm] ‘remember’
64. [paterh] ‘country’

63. [peh] ‘ash’

66. fp'teil ‘change’

67. [P&7] ‘unable to go’
68. [pta:?) ‘fine (penalty)’
69. [p"7&:7] ‘cause’

1. [bantor*} ‘mustcal relrain’
2. [banto:h] ‘scold’

3. [bantd:] ‘thorn’

4. {bankEh] ‘change of clothes’
5. (kra*} ‘poor’

o. {krimkrah] ‘dried hard’

7. [krumo| ‘family’

8. {kruah] ‘event’

9. [K'l&:] Tiger

10. [k1&h) ‘some’

11. [co”] ‘dog’ (year)
12. [cah] ‘make hole i’
13. [cud] ‘rude’

14. {cu:oh] ‘replace’

15. [d&:] ‘slab of stone’
16. {d&:h] ‘spread out’
17. [mujn:] ‘which one?’
18. [n&h] ‘very’

19. [to:*] ‘second’

20. ftoh] ‘guit’
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