Rumanian (Bucharest) Tape: R to R “Romanian”

Rumanian is a Romance language and it is the official language of Rumania.
Of the nine Romance languages, Rumanian is the only one remaining that
developed from the Latin once spoken in the East Roman Empire. There are
approximately 20 million speakers in Rumania, 3 million in the former
USSR, 300,000 in other areas of the Balkans, and 30 thousand in the United
States. There are 4 priciple dialects of Rumanian: 1) Daco-Rumanian - this is
the basis for the standard dialect, 2) Aromanian / Maudo-Rumanian spoken
in Greece, Yugoslavia, Albania, and Bulgaria 3) Megleno Rumanian spoken
in northern Greece, and 4) Istro-Rumanian spoken in the northwest of the
former Yugoslavia.

The speaker in this recording is female in her thirties from Bucarest.

Romanian Consonant Phonemes:

Stops: p t k

b d g
Affricates: ts tf

d3

Fricatives: f S S h

v Z 3
Nasals: m n
Liquids: 1

t

Glides: j w

[r] occurs as well, but it does not contrast with the flap; it is not clear which is
underlying.

Vowels and Diphthongs, and Triphthongs Exhibited:

11 1 u 1w ij tw 1] uw uj ju

I

e 24 0 oW O] o OW 0]

£ o) EW je JEW je] oW Jo €0
a aw aj ja €a oa

jaw jaj oaw gaw £aj

I. Spontaneous Speech

I. Word Lists

Vowels:

1. {unt] ‘butter

2. [guler] ‘colour’
3. {gol] ‘empty’
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4 [bok]

5. [fak]

6. [aps]

7. [asosi]

8 [kibrit]

9. [inima]
10. [k*em]
11. [pepene]
12. [tfine]

13. [tfina]

14. [kint]

15. [inko]

16. [vor]

17. [vir]

18. [varo]

19. [var]

20. furo]

21. [uri]

22. [pir]

23. [por]

24. [par]

25. [por]

26. [pur]

27. lareda]
28. [rid]

29. [ruda]
30. [rod]

31. [radar]
32. [romiinko]
33. [padzina]
34. [septomiino]
Onglides:

1. [mijel]

2. [femeje]
3. [upyije]
4. [kjor]

5. [jod]

6. [jute]

7. [jate]

8. [jarbo]

9. (ol

10. [eal]

11. [beal

12. [fereastro]
13. [vreodato]
14. [dowal]
15. [rowa]

‘place’
‘make’
‘water’

‘to arrive’
‘a match’
‘heart’

T call
‘melon’
‘who’
‘meal’

‘I sing’
‘yet
‘cousin’

‘I push into’
‘summer’
‘lime, chalk’
‘he wished’
‘he hated’
‘crack’
‘pear tree’
‘club, pole’
‘pore’
‘pure’

‘to render’
‘I laugh’
‘relation’
‘fruit’
‘radar’
‘Romanian woman’
‘page’
‘week’

Jlamb’
‘woman’
‘fingemail’
‘one-eyed’
‘jodine’
‘quick’
‘here i’

‘grass’

‘he takes’
‘she’

‘he drinks’
‘window’
‘ever

Two
‘dew’

k4
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16. [ziwa]

17. [skoalo]
18. [oameni]
19. [skrisoare]
20. [steawal]
Off Glides:

1. [Jtiw]

2. [ftij]

3. [now]

4. [noj]

5. [kontinuw]
0. [spujl

7. [kuj]

8. [row]

9. [roj]

10. [riw]

11. [kijne]

12, [pijne]
13. [daw]

14, [daj]

15. [lew]

16. [grew]
7. [grejl
Triphthones:

1. [jewsint]
2. [veojajl

3. [vieaw]
4. |wjajl

5. [tojaw]

6. [jew]

7. Liejl

8. [englezooaikal
9. [mijej]

10. [jaw]

1. [sperjajl
12. [trodzeaj]
13. [puteaw]

Voiceless (short) [i]:

D L) D

[kos]
[kofi]
[kresk]
[krefti]
[port]

‘day’
‘school’
‘men’
Tetter’

‘the star’

‘1 know’

‘you know’
new’ (m. sg.)
‘new’ (m. pl.)
‘continuous’
‘you say’

‘nail’

‘bad’ (m. sg.)
‘bad’ (m. pl.)
‘river’

‘dog’

‘bread’

‘1 give’

‘you give’
‘monetary unit’
‘heavy’ (m. sig.)
‘heavy’ (m. pl.)

Tam’

‘you wanted’

T want’

‘you were cutting’
‘they were cutting’
CI)

‘they’

‘English woman’
‘lambs’

‘T am taking’

‘you frightened’
‘you pulled’

‘they were able’

T sew’
‘you sew’
T grow’
‘you grow’
T carry’
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[portsi]
[frate]
[fratsi:]
[bapko]
[bintfi]
[tinor]
[tiner]
[mufk]
[multi]
[rominko]
[romini]
[undevodut/i]
[grofesti]

III. Reading Sample

References:

‘you carry’
‘brother’

‘the brothers’
‘bank’

‘banks’

‘young man’
‘young men’

I bite’

‘you bite’
‘Romanian women’
‘Romanians’
‘Where are you going?’
‘you are wrong’
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