Slovak (Bratislava) Tape: DAT A7 “Linguistics 421 W95 Languages #4”7

Slovak is a West Slavic language related to Czech, Polish, and Sorbian. It is
most closely related to Czech and the two are mutually intelligible. Slovak is
spoken by approximately 4.5 million people in Slovakia plus another 0.5
million in the Czech Republic. There are about another 1 million speakers in
communities in Poland, Hungary, Romania, the former Yugoslavia, Canada,
the U.S., and Argentina. The standard dialect is Central Slovak.

The speaker in this recording is a 27 year-old male, originally from
Bratislava where a West Slovak dialect is spoken.

Slovak Consonant Phonemes:

Stops: t k
d g
Affricates: ts tc tf
dz dz dz
Fricatives: s I X h
z 5
Nasals: n n
Liquids: rl
rle)
Glides: j

A voiced palatal stop occurs in free variation with the voiced alveolo-palatal
fricative. Although, traditionally, there is a phonemic contrast between the
voiced and voiceless glottal fricatives, in this speaker they occur in
complimentary distribution. There is not enough evidence to assert which is
underlying so /h/ has been used merely as convention. /n/ assimilates to the
velar position when preceding a velar. An alveolar flap occurs as an
allophone of the trill. The voiceless stops are unaspirated in word intial and
medial positions but are strongly released word finally. Generally, the
literature on Slovak states that [v] does not occur and instead realizes as [w] or
[v]. However, this speaker consistently produces [v] in all environments. The
palatal lateral that was traditionally contrastive, in this speaker, is only
apparent in careful speech.

Slovak Vowel & Diphthong Phonemes:

i) u(:) ju uj
ej ow
e(1) a(2) je wo oj
a(y) ja aw a(1)j

There is rarely a quality difference between long and short vowels although
[>] occurs in free variation with [o] in both long and short forms and is
unpredictable.
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I. Spontaneous Speech

[I. Word Lists

Consonants:

1 [pl [pen]

2. [dopite]

3. [odstup]

4 [b] [bitgevniz]
5. [riba]

6. [t] [tafka]

7. [potarpat/f]
3. [pru:t]

9. [d] [di:xate]
10. ' Imedvedyz]
11. [pru:d]

12. (k] [kafel]

13. [poskok]
14. [jazik]

15, gl [gesto]

16. [paga:t/]
17. [trening]
Nasal Stops:

24. [m] [metoida]
25. [ozna:mitg]
26. [ha:dam]
27. [n] [novi]

28. [podzelok]
29. [obtfan]
30 [n] [nux]

31. [popimate]
32. [freben]
33. [n] [bankal]
Fricatives:

34. [f] [farba]

35. [konfu:zni]
36. [biograf]
37. [v] [vozen]
33. [sla:vni]
39. [pa:v}

40. [s] [sirota]

41. [prosite]
42. [opis]

pen
dopit’
odstup
bitevny
ryba
taska
potapac
pﬂit
dychat’
medved’
prﬁd
kasel’
poskok
jazyk
gesto
pagac
trening

metoda
oznamit’
hadam
novy
pondelok
obcan
nuch
ponimat’
hreben
banka

tarba
konfuzny
biograf
vozen
s]évny
pav
sirota
prosit’
opis

‘trunk’

‘finish drinking’

‘distance’
‘battle’
‘fish’
‘bag’
‘diver’
‘rod’

‘to breathe’
‘bear’
stream’
‘cough’
leap’
‘tongue’
‘gesture’
‘bun’
‘training’

‘method’

‘to announce’
‘perhaps’
‘new’
‘Monday’
‘citizen’

‘scent’

‘to understand’
‘comb’

‘bank’

‘colour’
‘confused’
‘cinema’
‘carriage’
famous’
‘peacock’
‘orphan’

‘to ask’
‘description’

1
N
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43, [z] [zivate]
44. [poznate]
45. Imaz]

46. Bl [Jkola]
47. [prifite]
48. [mar]]
49.  [3] [3abal
50. [skri:zite]
51. [1o3]

52. [x] [xixot]
53. [oxota]
54. [tfux]

55. [h] [havkate]
56. [pohib]
57. [hj [lahko]
58. fna:vrh]
59. [ts] [tso:]]
60. [butslati:]
61. [obets]
62. [dz] {medzi]
18. [te] [tcava]
19. [teeteit/ka]
20. [spojite]
21. [dz] [dzivadlo]
22. [sedzem]
23. [spovedz]
63. (] [tfin]

64. [utfite]
65. [Tu:tf]

66. [dsz] [dzban]
Liquids:

67. [1 [lize]

68. [holi:]

69. [pol]

70. [lad]

71. [nalavo]
72. [pel]

73. [£] [Aad]

74. [nakavo]
75. [peA]

76, Il [dlzinal
77 [ [dl:3kal
78. [r] [rani:]

79. [pa:r]

zivat’
poznat’
maz
skola
prisit
mars
Eaﬁa
skrizit’
loz
chichot
ochota
cuch
havkat’
pohyb
lahko
navrh

col
buclaty
obec
medzi
tava
teticka
spojit’
divadlo
sedem
spoved’
¢in
ucit’
luc
dzban

lyze
holy
pol

Pad
nalavo
pel’
Pad
nalavo
pel’
dlzina
dizka
ran§
par

‘to yawn’
‘to know’
‘wax’
‘school’

‘to sew on’
‘be off
‘frog’

10 cross’
Tie’
‘giggle’
‘willingness’
‘smell’

‘to bark’
‘motion’
‘easily’
‘proposal’

‘inch’
‘chubby’
‘community’
‘between’
‘camel’
‘auntie’

‘to connect’
‘theatre’
‘seven’
‘confession’
‘deed’

‘to teach’
‘ray’

Gug’

‘skis’

‘bare’
‘pole’

‘iee’

‘ont the left’
‘pollen’
qee’

‘on the left’
‘pollen’
‘length’
‘span’
‘early’
‘pair’
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80. [r]
81. 1]
32.
Glides:
83. il
Vowels:
84. [i]
35.
86.
87. [i:]
88.
89.
90. (€]
91.
92.
93. je:]
94.
95. [a]
96.
97.
98. [a:]
99.
100.  [o]
101.
102.
103. o]
104, [u]
105.
106.
107, [u]
108.

Rising Diphthongs:

[urezatc]
[krmitc]
[krm]

[jaskipa]

[istee]

[dix]
[tota:lni]
[iste]
[di:xatg]
[totalitniz]
[era:r]
[dzelenets]
slufpe]
eral
dekret]
azda]
rad]
baba]
azjal
ra:d]
[otsot]
pol]
[trulo]
[pod]
[unavitg]
pufka]
[kenguru]
[umnaval
[puific]

[
[
[
[
[
[
(
[
[
[

109.
110.
111
112.
113.
114.

[dielo]
[perje]
[pjatok]
[diskuzja]
[bazjul
[rwozni]

ugezat’
krmit’

jaskina

iste
dych
gotélny
mg
dychat’
totalitny
erar
delenec
slusne
cra
dekret
azda
rad
baba
Azia
rad
ocot
pol
trul’o
pol
unavit’
puska
kenguru
unava
pust’

dielo
perie
piatok
diskusia
boziu
rozny

‘to cut off’
‘1o feed
‘food’

‘cave’

‘certainly’
‘breath’
‘total’

‘to go’

‘to breathe’
‘totalitarian’
‘public treasury’
‘dividend’
‘decently’
‘era’
‘decree’
‘perhaps’
‘row’

‘old woman’
‘Asia’
‘gladly’
‘vinegar’
‘half
‘blockhead’
‘pole’

‘to tire’
égun?
‘*kangaroo’
‘weariness’
‘desert’

‘work’
‘plumage’
‘Friday’
‘discussion’
‘God’s’
‘different’
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Falling Diphthongs:

115.  [ej] [dzei] dej ‘event’

116.  [aj] [kajuta] kajuta ‘cabiny

117, [aiy] [ma:j] maj ‘May’

118, [uj] [kupuj] kupuj ‘buy!’

119.  [ow] [peknow zenow] peknou zenou ‘with a beautiful woman’
120.  [oj] [pokoj] pokoj ‘quiet’

121, [aw] [awtor] autor ‘author’

122, [woj] [mwoi] moj my’

Consonant Clusters:

123. [bzutfatc] bzucat’ ‘to buzz’
124. [xmud] chmud ‘smoke’

125. [tipjete] cniet’ ‘to stick out’
126. - [tipjete] cpiete ‘to smell’
127. [gdze] kde ‘where’

128. [kto] kto ‘who’

129. [mdli:] mdly ‘faint’

130. [mpifkal mniska ‘nun’

131. [tmavi:] tmavy ‘dark’

132. [dvor] tvor ‘creature’
133. [vbite] vbit’ ‘to drive’
134. [ftferal vcera ‘yesterday’
135. [vnuk] vnuk ‘grandson’
136. [fstatc] vstat’ ‘to stand up’
137. [ftak] vtak ‘bird’

138. [vzbuiite] vzbudit’ ‘to awaken’
139. [zbavite sal zbavit’ sa ‘to get rid of’
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