Stoney (Alexis)

Stoney is a Siouxan language of the Dakota group, spoken on three reserves
in Alberta. It is most closely related to Assiniboine, spoken in Saskatchewan
and Manitoba.

- The dialect recorded here is that of the Alexis Reserve, near Edmonton. This
dialect preserves four ejective consonants [p’, t’, tf, K] that the Morley dialect
(spoken on a reserve west of Calgary) has lost (Cook 1990). Whereas both
Morley and Alexis dialects have five vowel qualities, they have different
nasal vowels. Of the five vowel qualities [i, e, a, o, u], Morley dialect has only
three nasal counterparts [1, 3, @], whereas in the Alexis dialect there is a nasal
counterpart for each corresponding oral vowel (Cook 1990). Furthermore, the
Alexis dialect has phonemic vowel length for each of the five qualities both
oral and nasal (Cook 1990).

The consonants of Alexis Stoney:

plain P t tf

aspirated P t* tP K

ejective P t tf K ?

fricatives s J X h
3

sonorants m n j w

There is no apparent phonetic variation for aspirated and glottalized stops,
but the plain stops are more likely to be fully voiced in intervocalic position.
They are usually unvoiced or only partially voiced in initial position. In
either case, the plain stop is lenis (Cook 1990).

The bilabial ejective is extremely rare, suggesting its imminent demise (Cook
1990).



o Iheﬁasalued mid. m;veis are rare, which mmisnrpnsmg considering the

fact that Morley Stoney and Assiniboine do not have such vowels (Cook
1990).

The recorded utterances are those of a woman of the Alexis band,
approximately 65 years of age. ‘

Each word is spoken three times (except the first word, which is spoken
twice).

Consonants:

Plosives

1 [p] [p6ya] “blow”

2 [P [p"6ya] “nose”

3 pl [po] “steam, mist”

4 [t] [téwa] “look” (imp.)

5 [t [t"ahi] “neck”

6 [t [tat’st] “he’s paralyzed”
7 [tf] [tfahpi] “mudhen”

8 [t/ [tPP4pa] “beaver”

9 [tf] [kitf7] “backpack”

10 (k] [kan4] “scatter, spill” (imp.)
11 k"] [K'uté] “shoot it” (imp.)

12 k7] [K'u] “give” (imp.)
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