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PPT Commentary to accompany: 

“Lisbon, Portugal, 

and the Portuguese World”
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Presented by:
David A. Ross, Ph.D.

Professor Emeritus of French and Portuguese

Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures

California State University, Fresno

************************************************************************

Slide 1: “Lisbon, Portugal, and the Portuguese World.” 

As Paris is known as the principal city of a Francophone or French-speaking world -- that includes over 30 countries, and London is considered the capital of a vast commonwealth of Anglophones, so Lisbon should be more widely appreciated as the original, principal source of an influential, Lusophone universe.
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In addition to the Portuguese flag, the Galo de Barcelos or Rooster of Barcelos, is a symbol of Portugal usually found every Portuguese home. What is the origin of the Barcelos Rooster?  Barcelos is a northern, coastal city in Portugal. The Rooster commemorates a medieval, legendary miracle that allegedly happened to a pilgrim en route to the Shrine to Saint James at  Santiago de Compostela in nearby Galicia, Spain. The host of a large banquet had accused the pilgrim, a stranger to Barcelos and therefore a  suspect, of the theft of a valuable piece of silver; the host sent for a magistrate. The pilgrim protested his innocence and the magistrate granted the accused just one chance to demonstrate his innocence. The pilgrim asserted that if he was innocent, the cooked rooster in the center of the banquet table would get up and crow! And, to everyone’s amazement, the rooster did just that!  The pilgrim was allowed to continue on his way to Compostela.

2: “Outline of Presentation:” (Read aloud quickly)

I. Fast Facts on Portugal: Geography, Population, Alliances

II. Historical Perspective: Discoveries, Disasters, Dark Side

III. Cultural Perspective: Writers, Music, Cuisine, Wine

IV. The Portuguese in the USA & California 

V. Lisbon: Selected views of a major European Capital of 2 million

VI. Summary Bibliography

What is a photograph of San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge doing in a talk on Portugal? Has anyone in the room visited Lisbon? Anyone suspect what the explanation might be?

3: “República Portuguesa.”

Portugal is a Republic with a unicameral legislature. The current president is Aníbal Cavaca Silva, an economist and a member of the Social Democratic Party; the Prime minister is José Socrates, of the Socialist Party.

4. “April 25th Park, “Lisbon.”

April 25th refers to the Portuguese Revolution of 1974. If we continue down the hill from the park, we discover the beautiful Avenida da Liberdade, Liberty Avenue. The wide boulevard concept, copied in major cities throughout the world, originated with Lisbon’s Avenida da Liberdade, and the “rational” and “enlightened” reconstruction planned for Lisbon after the terrible 1755 earthquake.

5. “World Languages Most Spoken.” (Read the portion of the content pertaining to

Portuguese.”   

French is spoken in more countries than Portuguese, but it is ranked as the 10th or 11th most spoken language in the world.

6. “Portugal, Fast Facts continued.” (Read the content on the slide).

7. (Two maps of Portugal on screen):  use a laser pointer to designate main cities, rivers, mountains. 

Note that it is 80 miles by freeway from Lisbon to the Badajoz just across the border in Spain.

8. “Which is bigger, Portugal or California?” (Read the content on the slide).

9. “Symbolism of the Portuguese Flag.” 

Since 1910 this has been the flag of republican Portugal. The color red represents sacrifice and victory; green provides hope for the advancement of republican ideals. The Manueline armillary sphere alludes to the Great Discoveries and exploits of Portuguese sailors of the 15th and 16th centuries. The Portuguese shield /historically has been a component of nearly all past flags. The five, smaller, blue shields recall the miracle foretold of King Afonso’s victory over five Moorish Kings. The blue shields also bear five marks that allude to the wounds of Christ. 

10. “Portugal’s Memberships & Alliances.”

Portugal has been a member of the European Union since 1986. Durão Barroso, former Prime Minister of Portugal, is current president of the European Commission. 

Portugal was a founding member of NATO in 1949.  England and Portugal have been allies since the 13th century, the longest such relationship on record. 

11. “Portugal: A Historical Perspective.” (Read aloud quickly) 

--Origins;

--“Great” Discoveries;

--Rivalry with Castile and Spain;

--Impact on European Economies;

--Impact on European Ideas:

   Renaissance;

   The Problem of Evil : chapters 5-8 in Voltaire’s Candide.

--The “Dark” side: 

   Slavery;

   Inquisition;

--The four (4) “Disasters:”

    Sebastian & Philip II;

    Earthquake, Sunami and Fire;

    Napoleonic Occupation ; 

    Salazar’s Dictatorship. 

We are going to explore very briefly the Origins of Portugal, the Great Discoveries, Portugal’s rivalry with Castile and later with Spain, as well as the impact of Portuguese imports of goods and ideas from Asia and Brazil on the Renaissance and European economies. First the Origins of Portugal. 

12 & 13 . “Origins of Portugal: 202 BC Romans invade Lusitania;” & “Roman Provinces in Hispania.” 

The Romans occupied “Hispania” or the Iberian Peninsula for approximately 600 years. The Portuguese do not consider themselves Hispanic, and the prefix, “Luso-,” derived from Lusitania, means “Portuguese.” Latin America would be perhaps best described as “Ibero-America,” as a distinction must be made between Hispanic 

(or Spanish) America, and Luso-America (Brazil).  Portuguese-Americans may also be referred to as “Luso-Americans.” In the world of language dictionaries, the Portuguese language is sometimes referred to as “Luso-Brazilian.”

14. “Origins of Portugal.” 

In the Eighth Century the Muslims began an occupation of Portugal that lasted 535 years; the Muslims remained elsewhere in the Iberian Peninsula much longer: 768 years total, ending in 1492. 

15. The Moorish World in Iberia: The Muslims did not conquer the entire peninsula; Christians retained a slender strip of  territory adjoining the northern coast and held out against the Muslims for centuries; Christians set out on a Crusade to re-conquer the entire Iberian Peninsula from the Muslims. The Portuguese language and culture originated in what is today Galicia, a northwestern province of Spain, to the north of Portugal. 

16 & 17 & 18 & 19. “Origins of Portugal;” “Portugal in 1210;” “Portugal in 1360.” 

In 1139, Afonso Henriques, a Burgundian Baron, declared himself king of Portugal and the first “modern” nation was born. By the mid-13th Century, Portugal had expelled the Muslim occupiers, and achieved its current territorial integrity – 250 years before Spain, 400 years before France, and 500 year before the U.K.

20. & 21. “Rivalry with Spain.”   “The Monastery at Batalha commemorates the battle of Aljubarrota.

The rulers of the Kingdom of Castile tried repeatedly to seize Portugal. In 1385 with the help of English Knights, Portuguese King John I won a decisive battle at Aljubarrota against his neighbors, the Castilians .

22. & 23. “Rivalry with Spain” (continued) 

Prince Henry, called in English “The Navigator,” was born. (23=Henry’s portrait). Henry traditionally has been praised as the creator of the naval school at Sagres; however, recently historians have discounted somewhat Henry’s importance; he was not the only one who funded the initial Portuguese exploration of the coast of Africa; there were entrepreneurs who played an important role.

24. & 25. The Portuguese brought the first slaves from Africa to Europe in 1441. Black slaves in Portugal were used extensively for field and domestic labor (an example of the latter is seen in this painting). At the time of the Lisbon Earthquake in 1755 perhaps 10,000 slaves lived in the city of more than 100,000. Prime Minister Pombal abolished slavery in Portugal in 1761. But the hapless slaves were sold elsewhere, including in the Americas. 

26. & 27. “Rivalry with Spain.”  By the Treaty of Tordesillas the pope divided the world into Portuguese and Spanish spheres of influence. Since the Portuguese argued for the 1794 line to pass through what would later be called “Brazil” six years before Brazil was officially “discovered” by Alvaro Cabral, it is almost certain that the Portuguese had prior knowledge of Brazil’s existence and kept it a state secret. 

28 – 31.  “The Great Discoveries” – included da Gama’s sea route to India – and the subsequent Creation by the Portuguese of an Empire in Asia:

Vasco da Gama’s voyage to India in the final years of the 15th century was truly a heroic feat; but from a later perspective, indeed from our 21st century viewpoint, indigenous populations suffered as they and their countries supposedly received the so-called civilized advantages of Europe.   The objective of Portuguese was to get rich selling slaves from Africa, and spices, gold and diamonds from Asia; to shortcut and to undermine the previous Arab-Venetian monopoly in the distribution of spices from India and Asia; and to spread the Christian faith – with the sword.

32. “Great Discoveries and Empire.” 

In 1500 Alvares Cabral sailed first to Brazil and then to India in a kind of “tour de force.” 

In 1510 Afonso de Albuquerque established a Portuguese outpost in India’s Goa. The Portuguese subsequently acquired other enclaves in India and areas of Asia -- with Afonso de Albuquerque as Viceroy.  As for Goa, it remained part of Portugal through 1962 -- 452 years later, or 46 years ago, India’s army reclaimed Goa and terminated Portuguese rule there.

33 & 34. “The Great Portuguese Voyages of Discovery.”

The map on slide 33 includes the voyage of Magellan (or Magalhães as the Portuguese call him) who sailed under the flag of Spain. He died in the Philippines but his crew returned to Cadiz after circumnavigating the globe.

 35 – 37.  “Great Discoveries and Empire.”  Cont’d

1536, The Inquisition began in Portugal and in its possessions. The Inquisition or Holy Office was used by the Roman Catholic Church to investigate heresy. Trials were conducted secretly, torture of the accused was customary and notorious. In Spain and Portugal the heretics executed were mostly Jews or Muslims. To appreciate the ferocity of the Inquisition, I recommend J.T. Azulay’s provocative 1993, O Judeu, The Jew, of which there is a VHS copy in the Madden Library on campus. The details of this film are in general historically accurate according to my friend Dr. Frank Dutra, professor of Portuguese Empire History at UCSB.  

38. & 39. “Great Discoveries and Empire.”  Cont’d

In 1752 Luis de Camões published his great epic poem, Os Lusíadas, the Lusiads,

a poem that belongs to world literature in the same category of Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, and Virgil’s Aeneid. Camões lived the Portuguese Empire as a soldier in various outposts in Africa and Asia.

40. – 41. “Portugal’s Disasters and Misfortunes.”

In 1578 Portuguese King Sebastian led his army in an attempt to recapture Ceuta in Morocco. The King disappeared without an heir, his army and navy were annihilated. Sebastian’s cousin, Spanish King Philip II, took the opportunity to seize Portugal and for sixty years Portugal and its Empire came under Spanish rule. In 1640 the Portuguese rose up against the Spanish and reclaimed their independence. 

42. – 43. “Portugal’s Golden Age.”

During the rein of King John V, 1707 – 1750, gold and diamonds from Brazil poured into Lisbon. John commissioned the best architects and artists in Europe to work in Lisbon; Portugal under John V during a brief, 50 years space, once again became a “great power.” As the Portuguese spent gold from Brazil in Europe, it raised the standard of living – outside Portugal. In France, for example, it boosted the economy by a factor of four, a situation unmatched until the period 1955-85 in France. John V’s Portugal was actually impoverished as manufacturing and work by artisans declined.

44. “Portugal’s Disasters Continued”

On November 1, 1755 a terrible earthquake, tidal wave and fire destroyed Lisbon, a city that at the time had been on par with London, Paris and Rome. The event caused theologians and philosophers to ask lots of questions the goodness of God,  and why such a terrible event had taken place. The modern, secular period – which we inhabit -- got a big boost therefrom! Voltaire’s short novel Candide is the best expression of the Enlightenment philosophy: I highly recommend reading or rereading Candide! In it Voltaire destroyed forever the notion of a benevolent deity.

45. Poirier’s “Tremblement de Terre…” It took 100 years to rebuild Lisbon.

46. There are at least 100 historical woodcuts and paintings of the Lisbon Earthquake available via Googling: UC Berkeley + Lisbon Earthquake.

47. More disasters! In 1807 the Portuguese Royal family had to flee to Brazil. 

From 1926-1974 the Portuguese suffered under the cruel dictatorship of Antonio Salzar.

48. – 49. The dictatorship was finally overthrown on April 25, 1974 with the “Revolution of Carnations.” French-Portuguese actress and film maker, Maria de Madeiros, in 2003 made a film called “Capitães de Abril,” “April Captains,” which tells the story of this amazing revolution carried out by leftist, patriotic officers in the military. There is a VHS tape of April Captains in our library.

50. Portugal’s greatest authors: (read the content of the slide).

--Novelist Eça de Queiroz is Dickens, Balzac, and Zola rolled into one: excellent author!

--Fernando Pessoa was bilingual: he grew up in South Africa where his father was stationed as a Portuguese diplomat; here was one author who wrote poetry in both English and in Portuguese. 

51. José Saramago, a communist-humanist, is a contemporary author who lives and writes in the Spanish Canary Islands. His writings won the first Nobel Prize in literature awarded to a Portuguese author.

52. The names in Portuguese music most known abroad are interpreters of Portuguese fado music: Amália Rodrigues and Mariza. 

53. Portuguese Cuisine:

Cozido: a rich beef stew with cabbage, vegetables, , potatoes, turnip, carrots, tomatoes, blood sausage, chouriço, toucinho (cured back or side of pig) .

54. Porco a alentejana = Pork Alentejo Style: pork, plenty of garlic, clams, white beans, bayleaves, olive oil, tomatoes, coriander, water cress (coentros). 

55. Caldeirada de peixe= Fish soup:  fish, shell fish, onions, green peppers, garlic, white wine, bread slices, olive oil, tomatoes.

56. Bacalhau á Gomes de Sá, Cod Gomes de Sa style, layers of shredded cod with potatoes, onions, garlic, boiled eggs, cut olives and olive oil.

57. Pastéis de bacalhau, Deep fried cod fish cakes. 

58. Peixes e mariscos:  Fish and sea food.

59. Bolo Rei: King’s cake, December 25 through January 6. The person who gets a piece of cake with the fava bean inside has to buy next year’s cake! Under rules of the European Union porcelain prizes may no longer by inserted into the Bolo Rei or in similar cakes in other European Union member countries. The cake is made of dough, nuts, raisins, and crystallized fruit. 

60. Pastéis de nata de Belém: Custard tarts, a specialty of a bakery in Belém, near Lisbon.

61. Portuguese Americans in the USA and in California …(read quickly!)

62. Where are the Azores, an autonomous region of Portugal?

63. Portuguese-Americans (Azoreans): Economic Impact in California … (Read quickly!)

64. Equestrian Bullfighting in the San Joaquin Valley. Forcados: young men try to immobilize the bull.  Bull is not killed. 

65. Three SJ Valley Congressmen ….

66 - 100.  Selected views of Lisbon:

66.  Lisboa.   

67. (Miradouro de Sao Paulo de Alcantra): Lisbon is built on 7 hills on the north side of the Tagus estuary several miles upstream from the Atlantic Ocean. The city looks a lot like San Francisco, or vice-versa.

68. The center of Lisbon at night; historic Saint George fortress (Castelo São George) at top.

69. “Aguas Livres.” Aqueduct built in the time of John V, and in the background, the 25th of April bridge across the Tagus River.

70. & 71. Older, picturesque section of Lisbon: Moureria or Alfama.

72. & 73. Portuguese tiles or “azulejos” decorate many buildings; they give evidence of Muslim influence.

74. The Tagus viewed from the 25th of April Park. The Avenida da Liberdade was the first wide boulevard in Europe and was conceived after 1755.

75. Night view of the Monument to Pombal, the “enlightened,” reformist Prime Minister who ruled as dictator of Portugal at the time of the 1755 Earthquake.

76. Large hotels on the Avenida da Liberdade.

77. Former hotels (now converted to condos) on the site of the 1998 World Expo. 

78. & 79. The Terreio do Paço administrative center by the Tagus.

80. The Rua Augusta has been closed to vehicular traffic.

81. / 82.  O Rossio; o teatro Dona Maria, in central Lisbon.

83. Antique trolly cars are a feature of Lisbon (something like the nostalgic cable cars in San Francisco).

84. Modern subway entrance; the French built the beginnings of the Lisbon subway at the beginning of the 60’s. 

85. Vasco da Gama Bridge, a second bridge across the Tagus River, completed for the 1998 Expo in Lisbon.

86. – 88. Views of Expo ’98.

89. Câmara Muncipal (City Hall).

90. (Can’t identify location).

91. & 92. Gerónimos Monastery; modern Lisbon in background.

93. & 94. Monument to the Discoveries (gift of South Africa).

95. & 96.  April 25th Bridge across the Tagus River. 

97. Park by Tagus. 

98. Belem Tower.

99. Sunset on the Tagus looking west.

100. FIM!







