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D R A F T used 4-18-09 at UCLA = Symposium on Portuguese Traditions
<SLIDE 1: Title, etc.>
The Biography of a Model, Enlightened Monarch: Portugal’s King Joseph I in the 1777 Supplément to Diderot’s Encyclopédie.
<SLIDE 2: Chronology of Events in Portugal and Publications in France: & distribute “hard” copies>
Joseph I reigned 27 years, 1750 to 1777, at the high point of the international Enlightenment, an era during which a majority of informed Europeans probably held a distorted view of Portugal, one greatly influenced by chapters 4 and 5 of Voltaire’s
<SLIDE 3: copy of the cover of my “Candide”>
widely read short novel, Candide, published in 1759, which stereotyped Portugal as the hapless land of catastrophe, superstition, Inquisition, intolerance and inept government. If you haven’t re-read these chapters in Candide recently, I suggest that you do so, and that when you do, why not look for my edition!
<SLIDE 4: list of Encyclopédie + Supplément major articles re: Portugal>
Articles published in Diderot’s Encyclopedia and in its Supplement often projected a more positive image of Portugal than did Voltaire, that of an enlightened monarchy at the threshold of modern times. Why was this the case? One answer is that authors of the Encyclopedia and Supplement used their articles on Portugal to disseminate “enlightened” ideas while endeavoring to thwart strict state and religious censorship in France. Another reason is that some authentic reforms were occurring in Portugal during the reign of Joseph I, whose reign nearly coincides with the publication of all the 35 Encyclopedia and Supplement volumes.
<SLIDE 5: image of Supplement, first page>
Biographies of Portuguese kings, including Joseph I, appeared in the 1776-77 Supplement volumes to Diderot’s famous Encyclopedia. Due to censorship in despotic 18th Century France, the topic of monarchy was a sensitive one to write about, especially if an author’s purpose was to foster moderate, enlightened reform along the lines of the British model of constitutional, limited monarchy.  Castilhon’s “Joseph I, King of Portugal,” in Volume III of the Supplement provides, in my opinion, an example of a camouflaged prescription for an ideal, absolute, yet enlightened, monarch, a statement that carefully expresses the progressive program of the moderate philosophes who desired reform rather than the abolition of monarchies. Castilhon’s message requires an attentive reader, one who reads “between the lines,” to glean nuggets of criticism concerning despotic monarchs of Anciens Régimes, with reference especially to the France of Louis XIV and XV, where a repressive doctrine prevailed,  “One King, One Law, and One Faith!” resulting in a French police state squarely allied with Roman Catholicism, censorship, intolerance, and frequent miscarriages of justice.
<Slide 6: Diderot’s portrait>
The subversive and very influential 28 folio volumes of Diderot’s Encyclopedia published between 1751 and 1772 contributed very effectively to the diffusion and wide-spread acceptance of Enlightenment ideas, the primacy of critical reason, the questioning of all authority, and the case for moderate reform, both in France and internationally.  Diderot’s 20-year struggle to complete the masterpiece of the Enlightenment had involved nearly constant harassment from religious and governmental authorities, including such hardships as jail, confiscation of manuscripts, and betrayal by his publisher’s self-appointed truncation of what he considered to be much too controversial content in many manuscript articles. When Charles-Joseph Panckouke, the major French publisher at the time, approached a weary Diderot with a proposal for him to edit a new, updated edition of the Encyclopedia, the philosopher responded with the “F” word,  “Allez vous faire f***** avec votre project,” and evicted the publisher-entrepreneur from his apartment! Undeterred by his failure to secure Diderot’s help in creating a Supplement to the Encyclopedia, Pankcouke assembled a team of worthy collaborators, members for the most part of a new, enlightened generation who had been greatly influenced by rational, liberal philosophie as understood in the 18th Century. Panckouke hired a confirmed reformist, Jean-Baptiste Robinet, as editor responsible for the production of articles to fill lacunae in the Encyclopedia, to include biographies of rulers and influential individuals who had been systematically omitted by Diderot, whose novel focus in the Encylopedia had remained restricted to sciences, arts, and trades. 
<Slide 7: Randy’s photo of all 35 vols>
The result was a four volume Supplement published in 1776 - 77, followed in 1780 by two additional tomes: the extremely useful Tables or indices to the combined 35 volumes of the Encyclopedia and its Supplement. 
<Slide 8: Joseph’s portrait bis!>
The biography of Joseph I in the Supplement is signed “L.C.,” initials standing for Jean-Louis Castilhon, a jurist and historian originally from Toulouse. Since the third volume of the Supplement appeared in 1777, the same year in which Joseph I died, one would suppose that Castilhon’s biography of Joseph I should include the most salient events, accomplishments, and reforms of his entire reign. We shall see whether this indeed is the case.  The author’s biography of Joseph I occupies 1 ½ large folio 45 X 24 cm pages, and contains approximately 2,225 words. Castilhon does not cite his sources, but surely he had access to the many books published in French and in English about Portugal, in particular those concerning two events highlighted by Castilhon: the Lisbon Earthquake of 1755, and the 1758 assassination attempt on King Joseph’s life. The latter event, we should pause to note, is more accurately described as an “alleged plot,” as Francis Dutra has advised in a recent article on the wounding of Joseph I. Correspondence and writings of Voltaire, Diderot, Rousseau and others indicate that details of Joseph’s reign and his principal
<Slide 9: Pombal’s portrait by Van Loo>
minister, Sebastião José de Carvalho e Melo, Conde de Oeiras, Marquês de Pombal, were well known throughout Europe. Inexplicably, Castilhon does not mention
<Slide 10: Pomball on Maxwell’s book cover>
 Pombal, Joseph’s principal minister, in the entire biographical article on Joseph I, nor is Pombal mentioned at all anywhere in the Encyclopedia or in its Supplement. Was he perhaps too controversial a figure to mention in pre-Revolutionary France?
<Slide 11: Joseph’s portrait encore!>
 Castilhon begins the biography with a rhetorical question: “Why does fate expose just and moderate kings to disasters and to assassination plots?” In recounting in dramatic detail what he took to be a tragic attempt on the life of Joseph I in 1758, Castilhon and contemporary readers would certainly have in mind the attempt by Damiens in just the previous year on the life of Louis XV, and also the fact that 
<Slide 12: Henry IV’s portrait>
French King Henry IV, considered a hero of tolerance and peace by philosophes during the Enlightenment period, had been tragically assassinated in 1610. 
<Slide 13: Joseph’s portrait again>
According to Castilhon, who apparently wrote the biography while the King was still alive, Joseph I possesses many laudable personal qualities and virtues: moderation, prudence, broad views and enlightened mental capacities; he is at once pious, yet enlightened, not at all superstitious.  The King has demonstrated appropriate action and charity in repairing the misfortunes of his peoples, a reference to the 1755 Lisbon Earthquake, tsunami and fires. He has worked to increase the prosperity of his subjects. The King’s enlightened qualities contrast sharply with the “overly formidable authority of superstition, and the harmful effects of its influence on minds” which Castilhon links to an influence on “aberrations and crimes,” a reference to the supposed regicide plot which he recounts at length. Since 1750, King’s Joseph’s enlightened rule has established wise laws and effective rules for Portuguese national commerce; notably he has restricted the excessive commercial advantage hitherto enjoyed by British merchants in Portugal; 
<Slide 14: Inquisition victims>
he has decreased the unlimited power of the Inquisition, and has abolished the infernal ceremony of autodafés, an abolition he deems “precious to humanity and important for public tranquility.”  Castilhon finds Joseph’s attention to the stimulation of national commerce to constitute his greatest success. However, these praiseworthy efforts suffered a series of major setbacks. 
<Slide 15: Lisbon Earthquake>
In his narration of the aftermath of the 1755 Lisbon Earthquake, Castilhon asserts that fires were deliberately set by thieves to produce confusion and terror so as to steal and rob all the more advantageously. He informs us that the tragic event claimed 15,000 victims. The Royal Courts of Spain and England responded with generous relief aid to Lisbon. Joseph’s policies had partially repaired the sinister effects of the natural disaster 
<Slide 16: Aveiro, Távora, …>
when in 1758 the Duke of Aveiro joined together the discontents of the realm, including the Marchioness of Távora and the Jesuits in a murderous conspiracy that resulted in the wounding of the King, a series of events Castilhon reports in great detail, including his comments that such a crime required the arrest and execution of those conspirators belonging to the Portuguese nobility, and that the expulsion of the Jesuits from Portugal and Brazil also were appropriate actions. In 1762 a new misfortune occurred: Spain allied with France invaded Portugal, which obliged Joseph to appeal to his English ally for help. 
<Slide 17: Joseph’s portrait anew>
Since peace was re-established in 1763, Joseph has only sought to encourage Portuguese commerce, manufacturing, sciences and arts. With these general, positive comments Castilhon ends his biographical statement concerning Joseph I. Whatever the reason, insufficient research, unavailability of information, no Wikipeida! 
<Slide 18: Slide of TABLE beside computer monitor on which ARTFL … >
Castilhon – everyone here has probably already noticed -- did not mention certain enlightened reforms specific to the Portuguese national context, such as the creation of the Junta do Comércio, the Aula do Comércio, the Company of Grão Pará e Maranhão, the Erário régio, the demarcation of port wine production areas in the Alto Douro, the creation of the Colégio dos Nobres, of the Real Mesa Censória, and the curricular reform of the University of Coimbra. Although he wrote the biography of Joseph I some twenty years after the Lisbon Earthquake, there is no mention of the progress of the reconstruction of the city. 
<Slide 19: Joseph’s portrait encore>
The image of Joseph I -- and of Portugal -- as projected in Castilhon’s biography  contains a certain duality: the King is an authoritative, enlightened monarch dedicated to a progressive agenda in the national interest  and who, despite the religious conservatism and superstition of the majority of Portugal’s inhabitants, has persevered undaunted in his task to transform a conservative Ancien Régime
<Slide 20: Monteiro’s book cover: D. José>
country into what historian Nuno Gonçalo Monteiro, author of a recent book on Joseph I, has called the recognizable beginnings  of the modern state -- at the dawn of the “Contemporary Age.”  Castilhon’s perception of Portugal under Joseph I is quite a different one than his contemporaries encountered – or that we still encounter -- while reading chapters four and five of Voltaire’s Candide!  
  <Slide 21: Sunset on the Tagus, Ponte 25 de Abril, concluding slide!
Thank you for your attention. Are there any questions?
Footnotes : to be developed!!
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