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Final D R A F T  updated 4-18-08 by D. A. Ross

Slide 1: Title page of my talk
 “The Image of Portugal in Diderot’s Encyclopédie.”

My presentation concerns the portrayal of Portugal in several articles in what is considered the masterpiece of the Enlightenment, Diderot’s Encyclopedia.

The Encyclopedists used their articles on Portugal to disseminate “enlightened” ideas --- in spite of state and religious censorship in France.

Slide 2: Frontispiece & Title Page of  Diderot’s Encyclopedia:
The 35 volumes of the Encyclopedia were published in Paris between 1751 and 1780.  
The title in English reads: Encyclopedia or systematic dictionary of the sciences, arts and crafts, by a society of men of letters.
The top figure in the frontispiece represents Truth, surrounded by the Light of Reason or Enlightenment. Reason and Philosophy are tearing the veil from Truth.  

Slide 3: The Purpose of the Encyclopedia:

The Encyclopedia’s purpose was to advance the secular, progressive agenda of the Enlightenment, question authority in all domains, denounce abuses perpetrated by a Roman Catholic Church allied with a despotic state.  The Encyclopedia hastened the demise of the Old Régime in 1789.

Despite the opposition of powerful clergy and those committed to maintaining the staus quo in France, ultimately the Encyclopedia continued publication because as employer of hundreds of workers, it constituted a major French enterprise with 4000 subscribers near and far who argued for its usefulness.

Slide 4: Denis Diderot.
Denis Diderot, the principal editor of the Encyclopedia project, and his collaborators,  found ways to insert their “message” into various articles. 

One must often “read between the lines” and draw comparisons by inference.

The Encylcopedists aimed to foster progress, new discoveries, global commerce, -- hence the positive commentary – as we shall see -- concerning the glorious Portuguese Discoveries, the exploits of Vasco da Gama, the Portuguese contributions to international commerce and prosperity, the justice of the 1640 “Revolution,” and for multiple, enlightened reforms attributed to king Joseph I.

The Encyclopedists questioned all authority, fought superstitions and injustice, which explains their condemnation of the Portuguese Inquisition, the meddling of Jesuits in the politics of Portugal, and Portuguese involvement in the slave trade. 

These negative aspects of Portuguese history provided a vehicle for Encyclopedists to insert what they considered universal, enlightened, critical, modern commentary, in an effort to undermine superstitions and abuses wherever despotic alliances of Church and state existed, including in contemporary, totalitarian France.

Slide 5: Principal Contributors to the Encyclopedia:

In a period when French had become the main international language of the educated, the Encyclopedia provided a valuable reference work for those many persons eager for new, enlightened ideas.

Le chevalier Louis de Jaucourt, a wealthy scientist and medical doctor, wrote or compiled 18,000 articles, or 25 per cent of the entire Encyclopedia, including most of the many articles in the work that concern some aspect of Portugal. De Jaucourt was working in the 18th Century when concepts such as plagiarism and propaganda were still embryonic!

Slide 6: Voltaire’s portrait 

Although Voltaire contributed several articles to the Encyclopedia, his published work on world history, The Essay on Customs and the Spirit of Nations, served as an important resource for de Jaucourt in compiling articles concerning Portugal for the Encyclopedia. 

Slide 7: Taxonomy of Human Knowledge:

The Encyclopedists sought to provide unimpeded access to all human knowledge and provided this “new” taxonomy in the first volume of the Encyclopedia. 

Religion was represented as subject to human reason, and knowledge of God was located near “Black Magic.”  

Slide 8: What was the image of Portugal projected to readers of the Encyclopedia?

Slide 9: (list) Articles …

Diderot’s article ANGOLA appeared in 1751 in the first volume of the Encyclopedia and dealt with the Portuguese slave trade. 

 Show Slide 10, Slave Quarters in Africa. 

In “ANGOLA,” Diderot stated that the Portuguese had taken so many slaves from Angola that it was a wonder that a sizeable population of Africans remained there at all. 

The Portuguese purchased slaves, Diderot reported, in exchange for such commodities as fabric, feathers, laces, food, drink, utensils, fishing hooks, pins and needles. Diderot’s understated opposition to slavery is not difficult to detect.

Show Slide 11: (list) Articles …

De Jaucourt’s articles INDIA, NAVIGATOR, and SINES presented Portugal’s glorious discoveries and their positive influence on European commerce. 

Show Slide 12 (ships) 
In NAVIGATOR, Louis de Jaucourt voiced admiration for the “spirit” of the great Portuguese discoveries, and mentioned those he considered 
(--quote) “enlightened, courageous, bold men” (--end quote):  Prince Henry, Vasco da Gama, Ferdinand Magellan, and Ferdinand Mendes Pinto. 

Show Slide 13 (da Gama) 
De Jaucourt considered that Vasco da Gama had played the “most important role in the great accomplishments” of Portugal by his discovery of the Cape of Good Hope and the route by sea to India. 

Again borrowing from Voltaire’s Essay on Customs, de Jaucourt presented Prince Henry as an exemplary hero because he persisted in funding “vast enterprises”  despite negative public opinion. 

Voltaire had also written that (--quote) “there is nothing greater in the world than what is accomplished by the genius and dedication of a man who struggles against the prejudices of the multitude”  (--end quote).  

So Prince Henry was presented as an ideal leader, one possessed of an extraordinary vision who had to fight widespread prejudice and ignorance as a prerequisite to the realization of progressive goals, one who took on special relevance in a pro-Enlightenment publication three hundred years later. 

Show Slide 12 (discoveries map) 

De Jaucourt commented that the flourishing international commerce initiated by Portuguese discoveries had during 260 years “thrown immense riches into Europe.”  He also extolled the high degree of development of Portuguese naval forces that had rendered it “master of the major portion of the globe.”      

De Jaucourt’s article “INDIA” ended on a less happy note (one of deception and disappointment) by paraphrasing a reflection from Voltaire that the same ambition that had motivated the ingenuity of men to seek new lands and new seas, one that had held such promise, had instead produced disputes and rivalries among Old World powers, and had proved deadly for those conquered, and sometimes for the conquerors as well. 

Slide 15: Summary list, Articles … 
(Remains on screen for a while)

De Jaucourt, from a Protestant Huguenot background, had studied medicine in Protestant Geneva, and in Leyden. 

Protestant, Huguenot members of his family had suffered persecution in France. It is not surprising that de Jaucourt made a point to intercalate into his articles criticisms of religious persecution.
The fourth paragraph of the article PORTUGAL began innocently with a listing of the rivers of Portugal, but switched abruptly to a warning about religion in Portugal: 

(quote --) “The Catholic religion is the only one allowed. There are many Jews, but they are hidden. The Inquisition is very severe there”  (-- end of quote). 

An attentive reader would recall that in despotic France there was also but one religion tolerated, and that the Protestant religious minority, was persecuted, and that egregious miscarriages of justice were not uncommon. 

Further on we read that in ancient times the first inhabitants of the area that later became Roman Lusitania, formed several republics, and governed themselves according to their laws and customs. (There seems to be an echo here of Rousseau’s uncorrupted “state of nature,”  that assumed that monarchs had usurped the sovereignty of the people).

Toward the end of his article PORTUGAL de Jaucourt cited Voltaire’s approbation of the “conspiracy” that had placed John IV of Braganza on the throne of Portugal, an event also referred to in de Jaucourt’s  article “ Inquisition”  as a“revolution.”

(NOTE: Leave Slide 15 (summary list) on screen … 3 articles) :

The tragic Lisbon Earthquake of 1755 is mentioned in articles LISBON, EARTHQUAKES and JOSEPH I.

Show Slide 16 (Carmo remains + Poirier’s book cover):

Writing six years after the event in 1761, de Jaucourt commented in his article LISBON”  that this (quote--) “ tragic phenomenon inspires questions in curious minds and tears in sensitive souls. I leave it to the conjectures of savants and historians to explain the disaster”  (--end of quote). 

Show Slide 17 (8.5 earthquake scene from UCB seismographic collection): 

Historians of ideas consider that the Lisbon Earthquake of 1755 had a huge impact on contemporary thought. Its most influential and lasting interpretation is readily found in Voltaire’s satirical masterpiece, Candide, which effectively destroyed the deistic, optimistic idea of a providential deity: 

Candide arrived in Lisbon with his philosophy tutor Dr. Pangloss during the earthquake, after which they became scapegoats for the Inquisition, in what very surely was not the

“ best of all possible worlds!” 

De Jaucourt described both pre- and post-earthquake Lisbon: 

Lisbon was (--quote) “ rightly considered one of the principal cities of Europe and the center of prodigious commercial activities. All these beautiful things were erased from the book of life by a sudden unexpected revolution.” (--end of quote).”  

Slide 18: Summary List: Articles in the Encyclopedia Related to Portugal

De Jaucourt’s article on the rigors of the Portuguese INQUISITION project a somber image.

Show Slide 19 (auto da fé, pre-earthquake Terreio do Paço):

Near the beginning of his article INQUISITION, de Jaucourt sought to prepare and to entice his enlightened readers by commenting: (--quote) “ this should not bore anyone!” (--end quote).
He then proceeded to insert several pages concerning the INQUISITION from Voltaire’s Essay on Customs. 

Concerning Spain and Portugal, the severity and power of the Inquisition was comparable in both nations. 

The Inquisition’s expulsion of Jews and Moors from Spain and Portugal had been counterproductive: it had eliminated those inhabitants who lived peacefully, paid taxes, and through commercial activity combined with hard work enriched the realm.

Similarly, Voltaire found that the Inquisition in Portugal’s Goa squelched the very commerce that the Portuguese had originally gone there to foster.

An enlightened reader would not fail to find a parallel in contemporary, totalitarian France, where persecution of Protestant Huguenots had had a deleterious impact on French commercial life and industry -- more than 400,000, including many merchants, had been forced to flee their homeland.

Voltaire approved of John IV’s effort after 1640 to ban the Inquisition from Portugal, an effort that failed because the king could not secure the return of properties that had been seized by the Holy Office. 

One hundred years later, according to Voltaire, king Joseph I of Portugal wisely accomplished John IV’s plans by annihilating the Inquisition’s power in his realm: 

The Chief Inquisitor was now required to furnish to each accused a written document of accusation, the freedom to choose a lawyer. The Inquisitor had to  submit all judgements for review by the king’s council. 

In this context I find it surprising that neither Voltaire nor de Jaucourt mentioned the name of the marquês de Pombal, the sometimes enlightened, though quite despotic, ruler of Portugal during the reign of Joseph I, 1750-1777. 

Show Slide 20 (Second view of Inquisition torture scene) 

Voltaire finished his comments concerning the Inquisition with an assertion that it constituted the main reason Protestants had distanced themselves from the Roman Catholic Church. 

At this point De Jaucourt evinced his Protestant leanings by citing an unnamed source, John Calvin perhaps, who had called for Protestants to destroy the terrible tribunal. 

 Slide 21: Summary: List of Articles: … 

Diderot in his Encyclopedia had deliberately eliminated biographies, lives of kings and saints in the 17 volumes of text that he edited in order to concentrate on new topics for the time -- the sciences, arts and trades.   

Charles-Joseph Panckoucke, editor of the five supplementary volumes to Diderot’s Encyclopedia, did include biographical articles of three Portuguese kings: John IV, John V, and Joseph I. I hope to talk about them these on another occasion: 

Show Slides 22, 23, 24: Three Kings of Portugal.   

Slide 25 “ Ponte 25 de Abril”(on screen while conclusion is read):

In summary, I have presented some examples of how the Encyclopedists included articles concerning Portugal and Portuguese history to disseminate “enlightened” ideas --- to propose the heroic aspects as contemporary, universal models: Prince Henry was identified as “enlightened,” defying ignorance and superstition, for example. 

On the “dark side,” the Portuguese Inquisition was condemned as an institution that unreasonably impeded commerce by its focus on the persecution of productive minority inhabitants. In various examples there is indirect, though transparent criticism intended of the French despotic State, which had allied itself with a powerful Roman Catholic Church.       

QUESTIONS??    

Thank you for your interest and attention. 

Original proposal from February = (this is what I had promised to accomplish):

The image of Portugal in Diderot’s Encyclopédie
The Encyclopédie, or Dictionnaire Raisonné des Arts, des Sciences et des Métiers (35 in-folio volumes, 1751-1780) is the principal, most representative work of the 18th Century Enlightenment, a modern, rational, secular reference work of incalculable influence in contemporary Europe and elsewhere. Diderot’s ultimate, subversive goal was to “changer la façon commune de penser” (to alter the habitual manner of people’s thinking). The Encyclopédie attacked traditional authority and various religious, political, legal, juridical abuses, thereby infuriating the Jesuits and other powerful “bien pensants.” It constituted a major factor in the intellectual preparation for the 1789 French Revolution, as recently re- confirmed in Philipp Blom’s excellent Enlightening the World: Encyclopédie, The Book that Changed the Course of History (2004). While consulting the articles Athéisme, Déisme, and Théisme in the copy of the Encycolpédie housed in the Special Collections area of the Madden Library on my home campus, California State University Fresno, out of curiosity I took time to read several articles and references concerning Portugal, including  Portugal, Lisbonne, Jean IV, Jean V, Joseph I, and Tremblements de Terre (Earthquakes). My palestra will summarize these articles and references and comment on the image of Portugal projected in them. These articles for the most part provided the Eighteenth Century reader with useful, objective, detailed information concerning the major historical events in Portuguese history, including the founding of the nation, the great discoveries, the creation of an empire, commerce and wealth that became the envy of all Europe. Details of the tragic 1755 Lisbon Earthquake are recounted accurately and with sympathy for the victims. However, references to the role of the Jesuits and of the Inquisition in Portugal are anything but kind, and cite content from Voltaire’s Essai sur les moeurs.        

David A. Ross, Ph.D.

Professor of French and Portuguese

California State University Fresno

559-278-6480

www.csufresno.edu/forlang/
******** Some rescued items (cut to shorten talk to 15 min.)

1. For example, a condemnation of the horrors of the contemporary Portuguese Inquisition allied with the Portuguese State had a universal application to an enlightened condemnation of religious intolerance and to egregious miscarriages of justice anywhere, including and especially in France.
2. For those who are interested, the ARTFL project of the University of Chicago -- in cooperation with the French Centre National de Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) -- has put the entire Encyclopédie on-line. 

3. Excised from the end of the discussion of “INQUISITION) = 

Note that both Voltaire and de Jaucourt chose to emphasize Catholic injustices and to ignore any perpetrated by Protestants: what happened to Miguel de Servet in Geneva, for example? – why not condemn all persecution and torture perpetratd in the name of religion? 

De Jaucourt ended his article on the Inquisition by citing a prediction from baron de Montesquieu, author of the Spirit of the Laws, that posterity would consider the odious institution of the Inquisition as proof certain of the barbarism of his contemporaries, a black mark upon the entire century.

Note that Montesquieu professed an overly optimistic belief, typical of the 18th Century proponents of Enlightenment and progress, that posterity would know an enlightened Europe and World, one finally liberated from the barbarism so prevalent in his own times. 

Such an outcome sadly has been slow in coming to full fruition, as we all know. 

4. Slide ZZ: Indices 1780, Two Tomes: The publication in 1780 of two tomes of indices to the Encyclopédie greatly increased its usefulness; there are multiple references listed under the entries “Portugal,” and Lisbon,” that I could not have found otherwise.

5. Meaning of “revolution” in the 18th C: In the 18th Century, prior the French Revolution of 1789, the word “revolution” could refer to an abrupt physical or political change. Since 1789 the meaning of the word has come to focus on violent political upset (or to a non-physical, figurative “paradigm shift,” as in “the digital revolution has spawned billions upon billions of gigabytes of data” (NY Times, 4-9-08, p. H.1 and 6: “In Storing 1’s and 0’s, the Question is $.)” 







