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HOUR AND PLACE:





TuThu 0800-0915  AG 226





INSTRUCTOR:





Dr. James Cothern, 301 Peters, Office Hours: 0930-1200  Tu and  0830 -1200 Wednesday





SUGGESTED TEXTS:	 





Richard L. Kohls and Joseph N. Uhl, Marketing of Agricultural Products, Macmillan Publishing Company, l990, Eighth Edition





Other texts in the same subject matter area are: Wayne Purcell, Agricultural Marketing: Systems, Coordination, Cash and Futures Prices, Reston Publishing Company, 1979





Geoffrey S. Shepard, Gene A. Futrell and Robert J. Strain, Marketing Farm Products, Iowa State University Press  





Bound Class Notes, Bookstore





COURSE OBJECTIVES:


	


The course is designed to give the student an acquaintance with some of the basic concepts of agricultural marketing.  The competitive structure of many agricultural industries, as well as the biological nature of the reproductive process give rise to a set of marketing conditions that are distinctly different from those typical of the marketing process of many other non-agricultural industries.  We will explore some of the unique features of the agricultural marketing stem, and part of this practical experience will be attained in student participation in a simulated marketing trading experience, the futures trading game.  This experience provides a practical framework within which we can study psychological, technical and economic aspects of the market as well as their interrelation.





COURSE STRUCTURE:


  


There will be one mid-term examination and a two hour final. Two announced quizzes and eight to twelve homework sets will also be given.  Exams, quizzes and home work sets will be based on lecture materials, assigned readings and text materials. There will also be a paper required. The paper will be based on the  semester-long exercise in commodity futures trading.


�



GRADING:


     


Your composite grade will be based upon one two short exams, a midterm exam, a final and a series of exercises, some which will be completed in class and some will require additional out of class time. In addition, a paper evaluating your experiences in the futures market will also be required. Total points awarded varies from semester-to-semester. Usually, a maximum of 750 points may be earned.  Approximate weights are as follows:





Midterm Examination		20 Percent


Final Examination		20 Percent


Quizes				20 Percent


Exercises and Homework	25 Percent


Paper				15 Percent





EXAMINATION TIMING AND MAKEUP:





The  mid-term will be given on Tuesday, September 30, 2003.  One or two short announced quizzes will also be given during the semester. The final will be given on Thursday, December 18, 2003 from 0845-1045 (8:00 A.M.-10:45 A.M.).





I will give one makeup examination for the midterm examination based on a time easiest for me to administer. Early or late finals will not be given.





HOMEWORK TIMING AND EFFORT:		





Course examinations and homework assignments are structured so there is ample opportunity to achieve a reasonable grade in the course.  Average or sub-par performance on the  examinations can  be compensated for by superior performance completing the assigned paper and quizzes.  Strict adherence to due dates for the assigned paper will be observed.  The extra effort to get the paper in on time is worth it, since grade distributions for the course are normally tight.  A paper being late for one week may make the difference between a + or a - final grade.  It has happened in the past!





Secure an e-mail address during the first week of class. All assignments will be turned in by attaching the appropriate assignment to an e-mail addressed to jamesco@csufresno.edu. Assignments will only be accepted from your own e-mail address. You cannot e-mail an assignment with another individual or use another individual's e-mail address. Be sure and send an enclosure to yourself or keep a copy in the SENT folder of your e-mailer. By accomplishing this requisite you offer proof you have done your own work and insure you have a copy of the assignment. This also insures you have proof that the assignment is time-date stamped correctly and that it has been turned in on time. I highly recommend CSU-Fresno's internet e-mailer if you are not using Outlook. You may sign up for it at:





	http://email.csufresno.edu





I do not recommend AOL's e-mailer. There is just too much evidence of lost e-mails. Use at your own risk.





When you send the email with the assignment, include a short message which at the least includes your name. Also, include your name on the assignment as you would any assignment for other classes. I will not give credit for assignments  without names or where it is necessary to translate an e-mail address to a name. BE SPECIFIC AND COMPLETE





Do not send multiple e-mails of the same assignment. Check your SENT folder or the enclosure you have sent your self. If it is in your SENT file or INBOX as an enclosue, you know it has been sent properly.





Another way of insuring your e-mail has been sent properly is to request a reply when you send your e-mail.





Assignments must be turned in on time. No credit will be given for late assignments.





Due date for the futures trading paper: Tuesday, December 9, 2003





COMPUTER PROFICIENCES





Minimum competencies are expected in the use of computers for classroom and lab exercises and will be part of examinations.  Expected minimum levels of competencies are included in the document Computer Proficiences.





CLASS ROOM CODE OF CONDUCT	  





Food, Drink and Other:  Finish before class starts!


Beepers and Cell Phones: Turn off before class!


Tobacco and chewing of any kind PROHIBITED


Do not cause me to embarrass you!
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