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COURSE CATALOG DESCRIPTION:


	


170. Advanced Agribusiness Applications (3)�Prerequisites: AG EC 110, 120, 130, 150, 160; upper-division writing skills requirement. Research methods applied to agricultural business; problem definition and solution formulation; data collection and analysis using statistics and other techniques. Culminating activities may include research proposal, feasibility study, project review, business plan, strategic management, case study; written reports and oral presentations. Please review the attached computer proficiencies statement. 





COURSE OBJECTIVES:





Using oral presentations within a forum incorporating techniques of  the scientific method, identify, separate and resolve beliefs and values key to conflict resolution





Provide an overview of the basic principles of research, the research process, its methods and methodology


	


Specifically: 





Understand the role of research literature in solving problems in business, agricultural business and  finance





Understand the function of economics theory  in gaining a better understanding of the agricultural business environment





Critically evaluate research and, especially, learn to evaluate evidence and claims of ‘fact' 





Gain an understanding and familiarity with the agricultural data, data sources and literature





Gain a familiarity with basic research tools and procedures, emphasizing use of built in functions available in commonly available software packages





Encourage personal judgment relative to agricultural policy and agricultural  business decision making 





Develop a rubric for completing a research paper or project








SATISFYING PROJECT REQUIREMENTS





PROJECT/PAPER GUIDELINES�





Objectives





The objectives of this project and the resulting paper are to:





Demonstrate a student's ability to recognize and formulate a problem and  the qualities of inquiry, logical reasoning, and analysis in addressing that problem.





With guidance, and minimum of supervision, develop a student's ability  to complete a worthwhile agriculturally oriented research task





Develop a student's ability to prepare, organize and write an organized professional paper in the student's career field, using  accepted academic rubric





Demonstrate the application and understanding of student's career field of knowledge gained through coursework, and practical experience, to a specific area of study.





Demonstrate a student's ability to use analytic or research tools learned in academic course work or through personal career field investigation 





Nature of the Investigation





A variety of different types of projects and resulting papers are permitted, subject to instructor approval. The following is a summary of the different types, but note that not all these types is likely to be as successful or as enjoyable or stimulating. 





Literature evaluation: A literature evaluation is based wholly or largely upon existing published material. The student choosing this type of paper will not necessarily make any new contribution to the body of knowledge or collective understanding of the subject although he or she may greatly increase the collective knowledge of the researcher and the reader. This project involves in-depth study of the literature on a specific problem or topic and a synthesis and critical analysis of that literature.  The project paper will inform its reader of the issues involved and the current status of research and understanding of the subject. It will also provide a rigorous evaluation of the methods and conclusions of studies or theories propounded in the literature. In doing so, fresh insights may well be made which will add to the body of knowledge on the subject.





Proposal for research: A project paper of this type, will present a case for a major research study, an associated literature review, and a detailed explanation of the methodology which the student would adopt if he or she were to proceed with the research. The way in which the research problem was identified and its significance will be explained. A central feature of the work will be a well-structured and logical argument, or chain of reasoning, from the identification and origins of the problem, through formulation of a hypothesis and choice of methodologies, to an assessment of the validity and interpretations of possible research conclusions. The study would contain a complete literature search and discussion of progress in the field in a coherent, logical and well cited manner.


________________________________________________________________________


Empirical Study: An empirical study would involve not only the identification and design of a piece of research but also the collection and analysis of data and the drawing of resulting conclusions.  Unlike (1) and (2) above, this type of project and accompanying paper should make a contribution to collective knowledge and understanding of the subject, as a result of the collection and analysis of  data.  In some circumstances, where a case for duplicating a previously published study with different data exists, such a project and resulting paper would be appropriate. However, the student will have to be able to demonstrate access to the data and feasibility of collecting and analyzing it in the time available.





Theoretical statement: A theoretical statement is a piece of work which gives new insights into existing knowledge. It may be a new way of looking at a subject or it may be a new framework that gives order and context to a complex and previously unstructured subject. A significant theoretical statement requires exceptional insight, powers of reasoning and analysis and demonstrate academic ability on the part of the student.





The relationship between a successful research project and such characteristics as knowledge, ability and application is much less direct than is the case for the other types of projects described here.  The instructor is  unlikely to approve requests to undertake this type of proposal except in an exceptional situation in which a student is able to demonstrate that he or she has exceptional academic credentials and a profound grasp of the subject, combined with the ability to complete the project on time





Project: Projects may take the form of carrying out and writing reports on 'practical' projects. These will be of benefit to a company, to the University or to some other organization. They will involve the application of a student's knowledge of his or her career field and, perhaps, other knowledge and skills, to specific practical problems. The onus is on the student wishing  to define a problem and seek the co-operation of a host organization.  Active soliciting of local firms or organizations  without a prior relationship with the company or organization is  discouraged.





Policy Analysis: A study of this type would take the form of evaluating a particular macro state or national governmental policy and its likely long term effect on agriculture or the industry chosen. Such a project would involve substantial integration of the student's knowledge of his or her career field and its specific impacts on the body, company or institution upon which the policy impacts. This study would demonstrate the student's understanding of the "Act", a demonstrated understanding of the protagonist's legitimate interests and arguments regarding it and likely reconciliation of these interests. Again, the study would contain a complete literature search and discussion of progress in the field in a coherent, logical and well cited manner.





Criteria for Assessment


Given the variety of different types of investigational approaches, the different emphases which may be adopted by students and the wide range of topics, there can be no standard set of criteria which can be applied in assessing all projects and resulting papers. The weight attached to some criteria will also differ according to the nature and subject of the resulting paper. Some features generally present in successful project/papers of all types are as follows:





Area of study has been clearly defined and a specific problem has been identified.





Student understands relevant literature.





Methods to conduct the investigation have been identified and an appropriate choice made.





Student has demonstrated powers of reasoning and analysis.





Investigation and paper reflects a clarity of argument throughout which is articulated in the paper





More specific criteria are as follows:





Effective survey of literature 	Initiative


Selectivity 	Imagination


Analysis 	Logical and coherent argument


Introduction strength	Appropriate methodology


Well defined goals	Inductive or deductive reasoning


Incorporating criticism 	Strength of summary and conclusions


Vocabulary 	Appropriate bibliography and references


Clarity of expression 	Readability


Conciseness 	Correct grammar and spelling


Style 	Bibliography 


Degree of rigor	Consistency throughout


Organization	Understanding and knowledge	





Supervision


One of the purposes of the project paper is "..to demonstrate a well motivated student's ability to complete a worthwhile piece of work, with some guidance, and with a minimum of supervision". The end product should be the student's own work. He or she should determine exactly what needs to be done and should be able to carry out that work almost independently. 





The role of the instructor is one of giving guidance and advice.  Student should be able to work effectively for periods of one to three weeks without assistance. On the other hand, student should not allow periods in excess of this to pass without seeking guidance on the direction of your work if  progress is not made.





The instructor's main concern relates to the suitability of and approach to the chosen topic, and  the extent to which a student is making timely progress in the intended direction. The instructor will wish to see samples of the project paper in draft form at various time intervals before submission and will express views on these. Such comments are intended to give a view of the  work as another reader might see it. Form and content of the project paper is a student's responsibility. Instructor  will not read every word in draft form and provide detailed comments. The final result is student's own work and not that of the instructor.





It is certainly not the job of the instructor to proof read documents after word processing or to ensure the correctness of the English grammar and spelling. Grammar, vocabulary and spelling are important considerations in readers' perceptions and the instructor's grading scale. Take these matters seriously!


________


Form and Presentation


The required form and presentation of the project paper, including submission date and length, are set out in the following notes. These notes are intended to provide information concerning the form of the completed project paper together with other related administrative matters.





1. Rubric for the Project Paper





	 i) 	Size of paper - A4 (8-1/2 x 11)


	 ii) 	Word processing - One and one half line spaces.


		Long quotations should be indented and single spaced.


		Word processing on one side of paper only.


		Margins:	left hand margin 1" to 1.5"  


				right hand margin 1"


				top margin 1"


				bottom margin 1." 





(These are minimum margin requirements)


Expenses relating to word processing are your responsibility.


Document design, preparation, and word processing, checking and proofing  are student responsibilities


Spelling and proof reading are student responsibilities





	iii) 	Numbering - Pages to be numbered consecutively.


	iv) 	Number of copies - One copy of the completed project paper to be provided. An additional copy should be prepared for the student's personal use or library.


	 v) 	Submission date - The project paper should be submitted on or before Wednesday, December 11, 2002 . It is your responsibility to ensure that a copy of the completed and typed project paper are presented by that date. The instructor will also require a copy of the paper on disk or sent as an e-mail attachment. 





	vii) 	Length of project paper - between 6-8,000 words (see 3 below).





2. Content and Layout of Project paper





The layout of the project paper should be as follows:


	  i) 	Title page


	 ii) 	Acknowledgments (optional)


	 iii) 	Executive Summary


	 iv) 	Table of Contents


	  v) 	Main Text


	 vi) 	Appendices (optional)


	vii) 	Bibliography





	Items ii) and vi) are optional - all other items must be included.


___________


Details are:


  i) 	Title page - Title, name, purpose and date:





Suggested Layout - Example








NEEDED CHANGES IN THE FRESNO COUNTY


WINE GRAPE INDUSTRY 2000-2020











BY











JOHN HAROLD JONES


PROJECT PAPER SUBMITTED FOR FULFILLMENT


OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 170


AT CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY FRESNO


DECMENBER 11, 2002








	 ii) 	Acknowledgments - Acknowledgement of any assistance, supporting ideas or co-operation (optional)


	iii) 	Executive Summary


	The main arguments and conclusions of the project paper condensed into no more than two A4 pages (and preferably on a single A4 page).





	iv) 	Table of Contents and Table of Figures


	This should include a list of headings, subheadings and page numbers, relating to the start of each heading and subheading. This may, at your option, be expanded to provide information concerning sub-sections etc. However, the detail provided must not obscure the clarity of the table of contents. The table of figures should follow the table of contents and may consist of two parts, a table of figures for all graphics inserted into the document and a table of figures for tables of data which are entered





	Any appendices (see vi below) should also be referenced in the Table of Contents.





	v) 	Main Text


	The main body of the project paper, divided into headings and sub-headings as appropriate.





	vi) 	Appendices (optional)


Any appendix material is to be included in determining the overall length of the project paper. The use of appendices is optional.


	vii) 	Bibliography


	This should include all works specifically referenced within the text and should contain the following details:





		a)	Author(s)


		b) 	Title of publication or Article


		c) 	Publisher/Source


		d) 	Date of publication





	The order should be alphabetical by author (or first named author with the second and subsequent authors providing the next sort fields) and by date of publication within author eg.





		(31)	ELTON, E J (1968) "The effect of share repurchases on the value of the firm" Journal of Finance, vol. 23, pp.135-150, March.





		(32)	FAMA, E F (1965) "The behaviour of stock market prices" Journal of Business, vol. 38, pp.34-105, January.





		(33)	FAMA, E F (1976) "Foundations of Finance" Basic Books, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, U.S.A.





		(34)	FAMA, E F, FISHER, L, JENSEN, M and ROLL, R (1969) "The adjustment of stock prices to new information" International Economic Review, vol. 10, pp.1-21, February. 





		(35)	FAMA, E F and MILLER, M H (1972) "The Theory of Finance" Holt, Rinehart and Winston, New York, U.S.A.





		In the main text the work referenced can be identified either by bracketed number or by first author's name and date e.g. reference 32 can be referred to as (32) or as (Fama, 1965) whereas 34 would appear as (34) or (Fama et al, 1969).





3. Length of project paper





Between 6 and 12,000 words. Project papers will be judged by the quality of content rather than by length. Avoid excessive length unless you believe it adds to your paper's quality. Normally a project paper should be within the range of 6 to 8,000 words. 





Any project paper outside that range should be critically examined and approval of the instructor(s) sought to ensure that the excessive length (or brevity) is justified.





Submit a copy of the paper on disk or by e-mail, so that a word count can be obtained





4. Plagiarism





Extensive quoting and attribution is fine. Copying of a complete paper or sections thereof  without correct attribution is unacceptable and as a result student will receive a failing grade in the course. Instructor has an excellent Internet search capability.





EXAMINATIONS:


  


There will be a two hour final. Additional unannounced quizzes and homework sets may also be given.  The final exam  will be based on lecture materials, assigned readings, oral presentations and text materials. 


�



GRADING:


     


Your composite grade will be based on the following approximate weights:





Project paper						50 Percent


Exams/Final/Oral Presentations			50 Percent





EXAMINATION TIMING AND MAKEUP:





The final will be given on Monday,  December 16,  from 1100 - 1300 p.m





ORAL PRESENTATIONS:		





At least one team presentation will be required during the course of the semester using techniques of critical thinking and analysis developed during the instructional period. Student teams should coordinate effort to minimize conflict and maximize participation. The use of visuals is expected.





CLASS ROOM CODE OF CONDUCT AND PLAGIARISM	  





Food, Drink and Other:  Finish before class starts!


Beepers: Not allowed!


Tobacco and chewing of any kind PROHIBITED, so do not cause me to embarrass you!


Plagiarism will not be tolerated, as expressed previously








COMPUTER PROFICIENCIES





Review the attached document dealing with computer proficiencies necessary for mastering the materials in this course
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� The project paper guidelines are liberally adapted from Glasgow University, Scotland's School of Taxation and Finance senior dissertation program. The instructor gratefully acknowledges that body








