Wife Material: A Courtesan’s Self Redefined
I. Introduction: Topic and Thesis

A.   What is my argument?

B.   Why study courtesans and/or Pisana?

1. Defining courtesanship

C.   What is self-fashioning and why is it important?

II. Background

A.   Camilla Pisana

1. Biographical Sketch

2. Filippo Strozzi and Francesco del Nero
III. Historiography

A.   On Camilla Pisana

1. Two transcriptions in Italian

a. Luigi Ferrai’s Lettere di Cortigiane del Seclo XVI (Florence, 1884) and Angelo Romano’s Lettere di Cortigiane del Rinascimento (Rome: Salerno, 1992)

2.  Weaknesses

B.   On Courtesans and self-definition

1.  Two major views

a. Courtesans as feminists before their time: Margaret Rosenthal’s The Honest Courtesan (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992)

b. Courtesans as mimics: Fiora Basanesse’s “Selling the Self,” in Italian Women Writers from the Renaissance to the Present, ed. Maria Ornella Marotti (Philadelphia: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1996)

2.   Weaknesses

IV. The Courtesan as wife

A. Setting the stage for self-fashioning: ambiguous       attitudes towards Pisana

B.   How does she react?

1. Her alternative

2. What ideology backs this alternative?  
V. Conclusion: What does this alternative tell us?

