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SCHEDULE FOR THE OPTIONAL RESEARCH PAPER AND ORAL PRESENTATION

This assignment is optional and not meant to raise a grade. It is recommended for those who are eager to learn beyond what the textbook and class lectures have to offer. The assignment is especially recommended for those who might need a letter of recommendation to attend graduate school or work professionally. To start the project you must sign up in advance, i.e., before the end of the 4th week.  After the 4th week, there will be no credit.  

If you decide to write a term paper and present it orally, the following schedule and guideline must be strictly followed. 


Week 1-4: Choose an economic concept or theory and do some preliminary research on its evolution (for 
example, the evolution of the “demand theory” or “utility theory”). Write a 2-3 page long typed report on 
what you have done, including a list of possible references that contains at least 4 books or journal articles 
combined. Arrange a meeting with me to discuss your topic and submit your report before the end of week 4.  
(5 points)

Week 4-8: After my approval of your topic, continue with your research and resubmit a longer version of your paper (5 pages) by the end of week 8. (5 points)


Week 8-12: Prepare a 20-30 minute classroom presentation and, by the end of week 12, arrange for a time to 
present your topic. (10 points)


Week 15: Submit the final version of your paper at the beginning of this week. The final paper must have in-
text references to at least two books and two articles found in the library. It must be typed, 8-10 pages, 
double-spaced, with normal margins and fonts. (15 points)

Please note that your grade on this assignment depends not just on its final form but also on how well you do along the way and how you meet all the deadlines. If you miss a deadline, 10% will be deducted for each day that your assignment is late. Note also that without the classroom presentation and final term-paper there will be no points gained. 

GUIDELINES FOR THE FIRST DRAFT OF THE RESEARCH PAPERPRIVATE 
Your first draft should state what your research topic is (i.e., an abstract of your essay), what you have already done to pursue this topic, and what you plan to do in the near future to complete the research. The draft must be in good English, i.e., free from grammatical errors. 

Specifications: 


1. Length: 3-4 pages. 


2. Margins: 1 inch and justified on each side.


3. Font size: 12 points (Times New Roman preferred).


4. Spacing: 2.


5. Page numbering: Each page must be numbered.


6. Citations: In-text citations must be provided. Examples: 



Short quotation:




In the General Theory, Keynes himself uses the designation "classical" in three different ways, without ever defining the term explicitly. First, the term appears to refer to all those who believe that "supply creates its own demand," or the so-called Say's Law (Keynes 1936, p. 18). Second, it seems to refer to those who "safely neglect the aggregate demand function" (p. 33).


Long quotation (usually more than 2 sentences): 




On the first page of the first chapter of the General Theory, John Maynard Keynes writes in a footnote:




The classical economists was a name invented by Marx to cover Ricardo and James Mill and their predecessors, that is to say for the founders of the theory which culminated in the Ricardian economics. I have become accustomed, perhaps perpetrating a solecism, to include in "the classical school" the followers of Ricardo, those that is to say, who adopted and perfected the theory of Ricardian economics, including (for example) J.S. Mill, Marshall, Edgeworth and Prof. Pigou. (1936, p. 3) 


7. References: Your draft must refer to at least two books and two journal articles at the end of your essay (four books or four journal articles will also do). Examples:



Books:




Jevons, William Stanley.  1871. The Theory of Political Economy, New York: Macmillan and Co.




Keynes, John Maynard. 1936. The General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money, New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1964.




Machlup, Fritz (1963), Essays on Economics Semantics, Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall. 



Articles: 




Aspromourgos, Tony. 1986. "On the Origin of the Term Neoclassical." Cambridge Journal of Economics, 10 





(30), pp. 265-70.







Mirowski, Philip. 1984. "Physics and the Marginalist Revolution." Cambridge Journal of Economics, 8 (4), pp. 361-79. 


8. Please staple your pages and write your name on the first page. 
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