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COURSE SYLLABUS
REQUIRED TEXT
Richards, Allan and John Waterbury. 1996.  A Political Economy of the Middle East. Second 

Edition. Boulder: Westview.

Cleveland, William L. 2000. A History of Modern Middle East. Boulder: Westview.

CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION 
Prerequisite: Upper-division standing and/or permission of instructor. A survey and analysis of historical, social, cultural, political and economic development in the Middle East. Topics may include an examination of Western colonial policies in the region, the creation of modern states, development of agricultural and industrial sectors, labor migration, the rise and the consequences of the formation of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, political and economic policies pursued by various governments in the region, and the role of religion and cultural heritage. General Education Breadth, Area D.

COURSE CONTENT

This course is an introduction to the following issues: 1) geography of a region stretching from North Africa to Asia and embracing various countries collectively referred to as the Middle East; 2) various nationalities residing in the region, their different cultures, and religions; 3) economic and political history of the region, from ancient trade routes to modern colonial and post colonial periods; 4) various economic issues related to the region; 5) militarism, conflict, wars, and revolutions in the Middle East in the twentieth century; 6) future political and economic prospects. 

ASSIGNMENTS
The best way to handle this course is to read the assigned material before the lecture on that particular topic begins. Usually more than one such reading is required to fully comprehend the material and to distinguish between what is essential and what is not. After a thorough reading, write in your own words an abbreviated outline of the assigned reading. Such outlines will increase your ability to comprehend the lecture. In addition, these outlines would enable you to earn extra points by correctly answering questions raised in class. I may collect these outlines randomly and grade them.

In addition, you are expected to conduct independent research. This means that you should choose a particular country in the Middle East and investigate its geographical features, cultural heritage, history, political evolution, and economic development. The result of this research must be presented orally in class and submitted to me in the form of a term paper (see below for more details).

TESTS
There will be a total of three quizzes and three exams. The third exam is the final, comprehensive exam. Each quiz is worth 20 points. Each midterm exam is worth 100 points. The final exam is worth 150 points. I do not like to give make up quizzes or exams unless there is a serious and compelling reason, such as being ill. In such cases, you should bring me a note from your doctor. In any other case, you should make arrangements with me before hand, otherwise no make up exam will be given.

GRADING
Your grade will be based on the sum of your scores on the three exams (350 point), the best two quizzes (40 points), term paper and oral presentation (100 points). I will use the following scale to determine your final grade: 90-100: A, 80-89: B, 65-79: C, 50-64: D, below 50: F.

ATTENDANCE & CLASS PARTICIPATION
Regular attendance and class participation are mandatory. I will add 2% to you overall score for perfect attendance and class participation. If your grade falls below the average, I will also give you points for coming to see me during my office hours. Points may be deducted for failure to attend on a regular basis. 

ORAL PRESENTATION AND TERM PAPER 

This course, as an upper-division general education class, has a writing requirement of  4,000 words. Answering essay questions on the examinations will fulfill a portion of this writing requirement. However, research papers, as well as oral presentations, are also required. Guidelines concerning such writing assignments and class presentations are provided separately. 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE * 

Week 1:  Introduction to the Political Economy of the Middle East



   Reading : Instructor’s introduction, Cleveland Chapters 1



   Richards, Chapter 1 

Week 2:  The Development of Islamic Civilization



   Reading: Cleveland, Chapters 2

Week 3: The Beginning of the Era of Reform

      

Reading: Cleveland, Chapters 4 and 6

Week 4-5: The Struggle for Independence 




Reading: Cleveland, Chapters 9, 11 and 13

Week 5: Economic Growth and Structural Change



  Reading: Richards, Chapters 2 and 3

Week 6:  Midterm Exam 1




Human Capital: Health, Education and Labor Market

      

Reading: Richards, Chapter 5

Week 7:  Water and Food Security




Reading: Richards, Chapter 6

Week 8:  The Emergence of Public Sector and State Led-Growth




Reading: Richards, Chapter 7 and 8

Week 9:  The Checkered Course of Reform and Urban Political Economy




Reading: Richards, Chapter 9 and 10

Week 10: Midterm Exam 2 




 Political Regimes




 Reading: Richards, Chapter 11

Week 11: Democracy and Authoritarianism




 Reading: Cleveland, Chapters 14, 18, and 19

Week 12: Regionalism, Labor Migration and the Future of the Oil Economies




 Reading: Richards, Chapter 15

Week 13: Democracy and Authoritarianism




 Reading: Cleveland, Chapters 14, 18, and 19

Week 14: War and Revolution




 Reading: Cleveland, Chapters 20




 Instructor’s handout

Week 15: Is Islam the Solution




 Reading: Cleveland, Chapter 21, Richards, Chapter 14

Week 16: Final Exam

* This schedule is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. Supplemental readings may be assigned. 

