Blackfoot {(Old) - Siksika Tape: DAT A3 “Blackfoot {Old)”

Blackfoot is an Algonquian language spoken by about 5000 speakers of the
Blood, Peigan, and Siksika tribes in southern Alberta and Northern Montana.

Blackfoot is currently in a transitional period between what is classified
by its speakers as “Old Blackfoot” and “New Blackfoot”. What is presented
here is a 44 year-old male Old Blackfoot Speaker from the Siksika Tribe near
Calgary, Alberta.

Blackfoot Consonant Phonemes:

Stops: p t k 7
Fricatives: S X h
Affricates: i

Nasals: m n

Ghides: W j

Consonants Encountered:

Stops: P { K
Pricatives: 5 ¢ X
Affricates: ts

Nasals: m n

Cilides: W ]

There are no voiced non-sonoarant consonants and no hquids. Stops are not
aspirated, but they are released. Length is contrastive. [¢] is an allophone of
/x/ that occurs near high front vowels.

Frantz (1989) reports that [h} & [?] are contrastive in Blackfoot, however
neither are exhibited in this speaker. At the time of the recording of the New
Blackfoot speaker it was thought that the loss of these sounds was
characteristic of the New Blackfoot, but that does not seem to be the case.
Another possible explaination is a dialectal difference between the Siksika
Tribe (from which both recordings were taken) and the Blood Tribe {upon
which Frantz's Dictionary is primarily based).

Blackfool Vowel Phonemes: Vowels Encountered:
1 i u

G i U

c A 0

e o)

a a a

Vowel length is contrastive although it is mostly prevalent on tense vowels.
Two homorganic vowels may occur sequentially. Vowel quality changes
reported from the New Blackfool recording (creaky votce, nasalization} do not
seem prevalent in this speaker. Vowels are devoiced when they preceed /x/.



Blackfoot (Old) - Siksika

I. Word Lists

Consonants:

[pik:s:i]
[puka:]
[imatapi]
[apitt]
{katsi:n]
[nrts:ksrnip]
loxkutu:siksikimi)
[taka:tsiks]
{netoxki:man]
10. {namanistsu]
11.  [ne:taxktaj]
12, [estut]

13, [istsintt]
14, [sikstnatisi]
15, [niztwkska]
16. [1skimatst]
17. fkits ]

18. [pu:ké:J

19. [1spiki:}

20.  [kitakawakjuk]
21, [oxkutok]

O

22, [wkai]
23. [pokst)

24, famni:t|

25. jopitt]

26. [1skinatsi]
27, {saa}

28. {nits:ksinip]
29, [srksmé}sﬂ
30.  [nesutiuj]

31. fessukut:a:]
32. [uxtuzki]

33, [kutsis)
34. [esrinatsi|
35 [1s:0koj]

3

6. [lk;gkipiné:psr]
7 [inigkasin]

38. [Anurm]

39, [nskoxpi]

40.  [uyxkats]

41. {avygxké:t]

42, [tsan1§tszs]
43. [tstma:)
44, [kutsis|

‘bird’
‘child’
‘person’
‘sit’

T see you
T know 1t’
‘coffee’
‘who'
‘wife’
Tew’
‘fver
‘come’
‘cut’
‘black’
‘one’
night’
‘door’
‘child’
‘thick’
‘theyre gonna hit you’
‘a big stone’
‘sleep’
‘small’

“say’

sit’

‘night’

‘o’

know’
‘black’

‘five’

‘he 1s spitting
‘car’

‘give’

qt’s foggy’
‘heavy’
‘dull

‘name’
‘here’

‘4t swollen’
“Yeg’

play
‘when'
‘where’
‘give’

k-

¥
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45.  [yxkats]

46. [amska:puxts]
47. [sooxts]

48. [siksinat:s1]
49.  fisinatsi]
50.  [pisatseski]
51 fmami]

52. fmatapi}

54 foxtsim 1 t]
55. [sojsksiisi]
56. [nu:m]

57. [mum]

58. [nin(a)}

59. frjim:rs)

60, [nina:]

61.  [oxkokin]
62.  [1skinatsi)
63. [akeniw)

64. fin:uji|
63. mukuwan|
66.  [akuxsimat]
67. tpuska:]

68. [£:mita:]
69. [ijin:1s)
70.  [ksistuj

71. fomaxkuj)
72 [moxsokui]
Vowels:

l. [ikuzpoxsin]
2. [sojskist]
3. [1meita:]

4. [oxtsimt]
5. [mis:ts:is]
6. [matapi]

7. [tksimact]
8. [soisksisr]
9. [marni:|
10. [ 1s:t0§1)
. [stinats]
12, [kotsis)
13. [tstma:]
14. [pikisazkit]
15. [stm:Ts]
16. fin:i:)

17.  [anii]

18. [ake:tap]
19. [utstnajr |

leg
‘south’
‘outside’
‘black’

i’s foggy’
‘flower’
fish'’
‘person’
‘hear”

fly’
‘husband’
‘husband’
‘tather’
‘hold’
‘man’
‘neck’
‘night’
‘he’s dead’
‘long’
‘stomach’
‘making tea’
‘child’
‘dog’
‘hold’
‘warny
‘big

Toad’

‘fear

fly’

‘dog’
‘hear’
‘stick’
‘person’
‘hunt’

fly’

‘fish’
‘cold’

‘it’s fogqgy’
‘give’
‘where’
‘splitting wood’
‘stab’
‘buffale’
‘say’
‘many’
‘tongue’
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20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42,
43.
44.
45.
46.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56,
57.
58.
39.

Blackfoot Consonant Clusters:

[namanistim}
[nuukska]
[tomana:s]
la:ki:]
[pina:pyxis]
[taka:]
[sikstak1t]
[estut]
[nesak:s:j]
[ne:koxpi]
[ésuk:ut:a:]
[n1tsinip}
[pisats:esiki)
[kitakawakjuk]
[stkstakit]
{ukstakit]
[aput:skina]
[apit]
{Aniim]
[atanazk1t]
{mami:}
{ukstakit]
[es1mizpjaki)
L1ctorjop)
[mukuwan}
[mutsis)
{isukaj]
[moxtuki]
[ni:suuj]
[nistu]
[p1s:toxts]
[kutsis]
[nit:0kska:)
[nisto]
[nitoxisin]
[maxkokin]
[maxsojis]
[An:um]
[saaqxsts)

SO s =

[ksistuji]
{stkstakit]
[prjpxts]
[sojskrsi]
[prs:itoxts]
[nitoxisin]
[nits:ksinip)

few’
‘three’
‘is that right?’
‘woman’

‘east’

‘who'

‘bite’

‘come’

‘they burnt themselves’
‘it’s swollen’

‘he is spitting’

T see it’

flower’

‘they’re gonna hit you’
‘hite’

‘count’

‘cow’

“sit’

‘there’

dig

fish’

‘coant’

‘hartender’

Tork’

‘stomach’

‘hand’

‘heavy’

‘ear’

‘four’

‘eye’

insides’

‘give’
‘one’
o
‘hear’
‘neck’
Fail’
‘here’
‘outside

k4

‘warm’
‘bite’
‘far’
fy’
insides’
‘hear’
‘know’
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8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

[1st:siksupukwr]

[1s:1ststan]
finakstsim]
[1¢tsts:u]
[Amska:poxts)
[ pinapoxts]

Voiceless Vowels

R

10.
1.
12.
13.

[vmaxkuj]
[Kickina:psi]
[iku:put]
[nekoxpi]
{netox:kimman|
{moxtukis|
{1¢tsikimska:]
{noxtuki:sts|
[axkana:krt]
[1s:p1ki:]
[supajl
[ksistujr]
[estksupu]

Pitch Accent:

. [azki:]

2. [nita:kim)]

5. [naaxs]

6. [akajim]

7. [ake:si]

8. [oxki:]

9, toxpikinakim]
10. laps:i]

1. [apsi]

14. [ina:kit)

15.  [noxkomixkal
16. {atuki]

17. hﬂ@

18. [mistazki]

19. [mistapu:t]

20, {ukin]

24, [pina:pisune:kuani
25. [umaxksiksimi)
Other Phenomena:
I. [uxkats]

2. jiksimsta:t]

3. |arpan]

£ Ll

salt
‘wash’
‘young’

‘he’s ahead’
‘southy’

east’

‘big
‘dall’

fear’

‘it’s swollen’

‘wife’

‘ear’

‘it’s floating that way’
‘hear

‘sew’

Thick’

‘wind’

‘warm’

‘the wind is calming down’

‘woman’

‘sister’

‘elder relation’

‘many’

‘old’

‘water’

‘corn’

‘bow’

‘white buffalo berry, snow berry’
‘be thirsty?!’

‘he caught a fish’

‘animal skin’

‘kidney’

‘mountamn’

‘go away’

‘collar bone’

‘Sioux Tribe (East Creey
‘Atlantic Ocean (body of water to the easty

‘foat’
‘think’
‘blood’
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4 (nooi] ‘mouth’

5. [1skimnatsi} ‘night’

0. [rouztsts] ‘am’

7 [utssit] ‘soke’

3 {maka:pi] ‘bad’

9. |kakatu:s} ‘star’

10. [matsit] ‘take it’

1. [ne:saksujr} ‘they burnt themselves’
12. [natukaj] ‘Two’

13. [asu?pats] ‘chair’

14 [anja] ‘is that right’
15. [axkanakit] ‘sew’

16. [1jim:rt] Haugh’

17. [stm:a] ‘stab’

i8. [ésajlj Tie’

19. [ake:si] ‘old’

20. [man:i] ‘new’

21 [manstuijz ] ‘new year’

[I. Spontaneous Speech
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