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What is a brain? What is the mind? What, if anything, does each 
have to do with the other? Can we get machines to act like brains 

or minds (or both)? If so, where do we start? 
 
In this course, we’ll tackle these questions and others that have perplexed great thinkers 
throughout history. CGSCI 100 will provide an overview of the field of Cognitive 
Science, an interdisciplinary area of study focusing on cognition:  how we think about 
and perceive the world, the nature of thought itself, and how we can model the ways in 
which we think or perceive. Cognitive Science brings together scholars from fields as 
diverse as computer science, linguistics, neurobiology, philosophy, psychology and 
robotics.  The course will focus on current issues in these fields, and will examine how 
knowledge in each domain can give a multiply-informed picture of thought and the mind.  
 
 

Course Time:  MW 10 – 11:50 
Course Prerequisites: None 
Class Number:  39268 

 
For more information, contact Dr. Lachs in the Psychology Department at 

llachs@csufresno.edu 
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